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�శ ��హం� ��రణల 70వ����త�వం సందర�ం�
తు�చవ�� కుట�� ప��లన

యూ����య��

అను�దం: �ర�గడ��ంకట ��.

�� ఆ�� జనర� �� ��ర��� �� ఉన����� �ర�� M. తు�చవ��� మ�
ఏడుగురు ��య� ��క ప�ముఖుల అ�సు�� గు�ం� 1937, �� 11న ��� ���
ప�క�ం�ం�. అ�సు�అ�న��� USSR సు��ం �రు��క� ��క ��గం ముందు ��రణకు
ఉం�రు. ��కులు� తమ�� �ర�హణను, తమ ��క ��య� ప����� ఉల�ం�ం�ర�,
��శ ప��జ�ల�సం ��య� యూ�య� కు వ���కం� �శ����� �ల���ర� ���
ప�కటన ���ం�... ము���లు ... ప�భుత� వ���క ఉద���� �ర��ం�ర�, ��య�
వ���క ���లను అనుస�సు�న� ��� ��కవ��ల� సంబంధం క�� ఉ��ర� అ� �రూపణ...
ఆ ���� అనుకూలం� ప���దులు ��క గూఢచర�ం �ర��ం�రు. �శం ��� గు�న��డు
ఎర��న ఓట���యం �య�డం �� �ర�క��ల ��యం. �ద�భూఖం�ల�జ�����,
�టు�బ��� ����� �నరుద��ంచడం �� అం�మ ల��ం. �ం�తులందరూ ����
అం�క�ం�రు.

కు� ప�ం� ��రణ జ��న తరు�త USSR సు��ం �రు�ప���దులంద�� మరణ��
��ం�ం�. తరు�త గణ�య�న సంఖ�� ��క మ�యూ ���అ��రులను అ�సు���
��రణ జ��రు.

70 సంవత��ల ��తం జ��న ఈ ఘటనలను ఇ��డు ��య� అనంతర ర��� మ�క
��య� వ���క ప����� �కు� �డుతు��రు. ఈ ఘటనల 70వ ����త�వం సందర�ం�
�మూ�క స���లు, క�తులు ����య� �లువ గురు�లు �బూ� �ర��సు���రు. USSR
చ�త�అం� అ�యక ప�జల� �వ��న �ంస జ��న �లమ� �రు �య�� ���� ���
ఆ��సూ��.�మ� ఇతర ప��ర�ధ�లు ఈ సంద���� ఉప��ంచుకు� ప��రం �సు����.
తు�చవ�� మ�యూ ఇతర �����రులను అ�సు��య�డం వలన ఎర��నను �వ�ం�
కుంటుప�� 1941� �వ��న ఎదురు �బ�లకూ, �ద�ఎతు�న భూ��లనూ, �నవ శ���
���వ�������� ��ంద� కూ���సు���రు.

50 సంవత��ల ��తం �ట��ద� �రు� తు�చవ�� మ� ఇతర �����రుల
��రణను గు�ం�న ఈ �ధ�న �వరణను బ�రంగం� ��� కృ��� ��డు. ఎర��నను (��
ఆ���) �ండవ ప�పంచ యుద�ం సందర�ం� బల�న పరచ��� జర�ను గూఢ�ర ��గం �స��
(Gestapo) తు�చవ�� మ� ఇతర �����రుల �ర��� మసక�రుసూ�సం�ప�ప��లను
సృ��ం�ంద�, ఈ న�� ప��లను ��య� ప�భు���� పం�ర� అప�� ��య� కమూ��సు�
���ప�ధమ �ర�ద�� ��� ���డు. ���� అను�న �గ��తుడ�, ఆ �రణం�� జర�నులు
పం�న న�� ప��లను య�తధం� �సుకు� తు�చవ�� మ� ఇతరుల అ�సు�కు
ఆ�����డ� కృ��� ��ం�డు. కృ��� అ���యం ప��రం ���� కు మ����తం
�క�వడం, అత��అంత��నం� ఉన� కూ�రత�ం తదుప� అ�సు�లూ, ��రణలకూ �రణం.

కృ��� �బుతున� ��� �ంత �స�వం ఉన�ప��� (ఉ�హరణకు �స�� సృ��ం�న న��
ప��ల ఉ��) ప�సు�త ��సకర�� స� అ�క మం� రష�� చ�త��రులు ���న ఇ�వ�
ప�చురణలు అత� (కృ���) �వరణలను ఖం�ం��. A. మ���స�� �క� ‘�ర�ల� కుట�’



(Moscow, Veche, 2003), S. �న���క� ‘����మ�యు జనరళ� కుట�(Moscow, Yauza,
2005), R. బల���మ�యు S. ���� ల రచన ‘��� నుం� కృ��� వరకు కుట�మ�యు అ��రం
�సం ��టం’ ల నుం� కృ��� �బుతున� �వరణల ���� ఖం�ం� �వర�త�క మ�యు
త�న�� ���లను �ఠకుడు కను�ం�డు.

�� ��� మ� ఇతర రష�� �స��లను ప�చు�ంచక ముం�, తు�చవ�� కుట�����
�క� �����న చర� �� అత� ఊ� కల�� �క ���� �స�వమ� ���� ���త�
��ల� అ�క మం� రచ�తలు అను�నం �కుం� �రూ�ం�న �స��లను ప�చు�ం�రు/
�ల��ం�రు. �� జర�ను ఇంట���� �� �ల�� ����� ���తన ��ప�ల�నూ, 193౮ �
ప��మ ��లకు USSR నుం� ����న �� NKVD [(����� క���� ఫ� ఇంటర��
అ�ర�) అంతరం�క భద�� �� మం��] అ��� అ�గ�ంద� ఒ�� � ఒక �స�కం �నూ, అ��క�
చ�త��రుడు ������� ‘ కుట��రులు’ (ద �����ట��) అ� �స�కం �నూ స�న
�స��లను �వ�ం�రు. �ట�� �క� �� దు�� �� �����(అత� ��త� �మం ��
���) ‘�ట�� తూరు�కు ���డు 1941-1943’[‘�ట�� మూ�� ఈ��1941-1943’]అ� �స�కం�
తు�చవ�� కుట�ఎ� రూ�ం�ం�, అ�వృ���ం�ం� అ��� �వ�లను సం�ప�ం� ఇ��డు.

రష��, జర��, అ��క� రచ�తలు �వ�ం�న, ����ం�న ఈ �స��లను స��ం�న
తరు�త 1937 ఘటనలమూ�లకు సంబం�ం� కృ���మ�యు ఆధు�క రష�� �జ�య ప��ర
�ధ�లు �వ�సు�న� ��� �న�ం� అసలు �స�వం ఉన�ద� ���రణకు ఎవ�� వ��రు.
�ట��దట� ఈ ఘటనలకు 1920ల� ��య� కమూ��సు����� జరుగుతున� (���ం�క)
��టం� సంబంధం ఉం�. 1918 నుం� ��య� �ప��కు� �క� �వలూ�షన� �లట�
���� �ర�� �నూ, మ�యూ �� ����� క���� ఫ� ��ట� అ��� �నూ L.D. �����
ఉన�ద� �ష��� గమనం�� �సు���. ఎర��న �� ��మం� ముఖ� అ��రులు
అంతరు�ద��లం� ����� �య�ం�న��. తమ ప�ముఖు� ��లను పంచుకున� �రు
ప��లన� ��క పద�తులను, ప�పంచ �ప�వ క�మం� ఎర��న �త�ను గు�ం� అ�� అంచ�
�సుకు��రు. 1925� ������ ఉ��సన జ��న తరు�త కూ� ��� ��మం� ఎర��న�
ముఖ� పద�ల��న��రు.

�రు బ�రంగం� ఖం�సు�న�ప���, ��� �� మం� దు��హస ���లు మ�యు
ప����ం� ��య� �ప���� శతృ�ల� వ�వహ�ం�ట��డు ���ం�క సూ��లను
�స��ంచడం వం� �� ప�వర�న� ����� �క� �ల�ణ �వనలు, �ఖరులను పంచు�వడం
�న��ం�రు. ��క ��హ సమస�ల మ�యూ ఎర��న �ర�హణ� దు��హస ��నం
తు�చవ�� మ�యు అత� సమర�కుల సమూహం�క� ప���క ల�ణం. ఈసమస�ల� ���లు
ఈ సమూ��� ఇతర ���� ఎర��న క�ండర�కూ మధ� అణ�ఉన�,�� �రుగుతున� ఘర�ణకు
����ం�.

స�యం� ����� ��� ఎర��న �� ������సు�లు ���కవర�మ�యు ��య�
ప�భుత� ప��జ�లక�� తమ వ���గత ఆ�ం�లకు ��ముఖ�త ఇ�� ప�వృ��గల�రు. ���
�ందరు �న���సు���� గు�ం� కలలుగ��రు.

�ందరు ��య� మ�యు జర�ను అ��రులు తమ మధ� స���త సంబంధం
ఏర�రచు�వడం�, (తన �జ�య ��తం��������క� �ల�ణ�న �ర�) అ��రం �సం
వ���గతం� �� ��టం� �జ�యం� మ�యు ���ం�కం� అన�వర�శకు�ల� �తు�లు
�టు�కు� �ర� తనంతట�� బయటప�ం�. జర�� ��క ��ణ సంస�లు క�� ఉండ���
ఆసమయం� �ర���� ఒడంబ�క ���ం�ం�. అ��డు ��య� ప�భుత�ం� ప��వ��
అ�న ������సు��ర� ��� �క� �రవ� కు��న ��య�-జర�ను రహస� ఒప�ందం
ప��రం జర�ను అ��రుల �ద�సమూహం ర��� తమ ��క ��� �ం��లను ���ం�రు
ఆ�ధం� �ర���� ఒడంబ�క �బంధనలను ఉల�ం�ం�రు. �టు�బ��� ��ల ��య�
వ���క ఐక�సంఘటనను అడు��వడం� ��గమనం� ��య� ర��, జర��ల మధ�
సహ���� చూ�న �రణం� ఆ సమయం� ��� �త�� �దు ఇతర ��య� �యకులు



కూ� ఈ ఒప�ం��� సమ��ం�రు. ఒప�ందం �క� ప��కూల ప���లను ప�గణన��
�సు��దు.

��య�-జర�� ఒడంబ�క ఉ��� ఉండ� తు�చవ�� మ�యు అ�క మం� ��య�
��క క�ండరు� జర�ను సహచరుల� స���త సంబం�లను ఏర�రచుకు��రు. జర�ను
అ��రులు తరచు� ��య� అ��రులను జర��� ఆ���ం�రు. దురదృష�వ�తూ�అటువం�
సంబం�లు ���� ఉ��గసంబంధ సమస�ల రంగం� అ����లను పంచు�వ���
ప��తం ��దు. ఇరు��లకు �ం�న �ందరు �����రులు ��క �లన �క�
ప��జ�లను, ఇరు��ల �ర ��తం� స���� ��క ����� గల అవ��లను గు�ం�
చ��ంచ��� �గు�చూ�రు. �ండు ��ల� �జ�య �రు�లు జ��న సందర�ం� ఇరు��ల
�న�ం పరస�రం సహక�ంచు�వ��� ప���కలు రూ�ందడం ��రంభమ��ం�.

1933� ��లు అ��రం ���నం �సు�వడం� జర�� మ�యు USSRల మధ�
����ల ��క సహ���� అంత�యం ఏర��ం�. ఆసమయం� జర�ను �న�మం� �ట�� ను
సమ��ం��, �రు తమ స�ంత ప��జ�లను చూసు�వ��� ఆస��చూ�రు, �� �లన
తడ�టుకు గు�� అ����� ����ంచు�వ��� �ద�ం� ఉన��. (జర�ను ��క కుట��రులు
1938� ��� అ����� ����ంచుకున�ంత ప� ��రు. ఒక �ళ ��ట� మ�యు ���� లు
ధృఢ�న �ఖ� �సుకు� ���� ���ను ���� యుద�ం� �ము ఓ���మ� అ��డు
�రు భయప��రు. మూ��� � ���� మ�యు ��ట� లు �ం��వడం కుట��రులు తమ
ప���కను వదలుకు�టటు� ��ం�. �� �లన అప��� ��� ము��న 1944� �ట��
ప�భు���� కూల�య����రు మ�క ప�యత�ం ��రు.)

తు�చవ�� మ�యూ అత� అనుచరులూ USSR అ����� ����ంచుకు� తమ స�ంత
ప���కను తు�చవ�� మ�యూ అత� అనుచరులూ ��ం�రు. అ�సమయం� తు�చవ��
మ�యూ ఇతరులు �ంతమం� తమ �న���సు� ప���కను �జయవంతం �య����
�ంతమం� ప����త�క �యకుల మద�తు �ంద��� ప�య��ం�రు. �� ��� ప��రం 1935
నుం� ఖబ�వ�� � ఒక �ధ�న �వలూ�షన� క��� తు�చవ�� �ర��సు���డు... ��
సభు�ల� ��య� అ�������� అ��రులూ, ��క క�ండరు� ఉ��రు, ఉన�త పద�ల�
ఉన� ఉత�ర �క� �� ����యకుడు ��� ��ల�ఎ� వం� �ంతమం� యువ �ర�కర�లు
కూ� ఉ��రు.

��య�-జర�ను ��క ఒడంబ�కను రదు���నప��� తు�చవ�� జర�ను జనరళ��
స���త సహ�రం �న��ం�డు. ��� ఈ �ధం� ���డు: ‘1936 వసంత ఋతు��
తు�చవ�� �ం� ���V అంత���యలకు �జరు �వ��� ��య� ప���� బృంద �యకు��
లండ� ���డు. అత� �క �కలు �ండూ జర��గుం� జ���. ప�ముఖ జర�ను జనరళ��
మంత�లు జరప��� / ��� డ��� ఈ అవ���� అతను ఉప��ంచుకు��డు. ర���
జ�� ఏ �ప��త�క అ�ం�� ఉప��ంచుకు� తూరు� �� ��� జర�� �ను�ద� అతను
����ంచు��లనుకు��డు. అత�� �� ముఖ��న� ఏ�టం� ���� ను కూల��న
తరు�త జర�ను-ర�� కూట� అ� అత� ఆ�చనకు ��రం పలకడం... జర��-��య�
యూ�యన� మధ� కూట� అ�� త��ంచు��� ����క ఆజ�అ� తు�చవ��� బల�న
నమ�కం క��ం�.

ఆ సమయం� తు�చవ�� రు������ంగ��మం��� ఉన� �టు���� ��న
ధృ�క�ం�న ��ఖ�ను తన �స�కం “కుట��రులు” (Conspirators)� ��������
ఉ�హ�ం�డు. అతను (తు�చవ��) ఈ �ధం� ���డు: “��, � �శ భ�ష�తు�ను �త�న,
అ��యం ము��న ��ను�, ��ట� వం� ��ల భ�ష�తు�� ము��ట�డం త��. మనం జర��
�� �గు�చూ�� యూర� ఖండం� �����లు, క�సం జర�� �యకత� �����
��క�సు�ం�”.

ఇంత� తన ��ట� పర�టన సందర�ం� ప��మ యూర� ��ల� తు�చవ�� ��న
జర�ను అనుకూల ప�కటనలు ��ను� మ�యూ ��స����లకు ����. ఈ �ండు ��లకూ
USSR� 1935� కు��న పరస�ర సహ�ర ఒడంబ�క ��� �� వ���క ఒక ఉమ��



కూట�� క��ం�. తు�చవ�� వం� ప�ముఖ వ���జర�ను అనుకూల ��నం �సుకు��డ�
స��రం ��� మ�యు ��� లను �వ��న ఆం�ళనకు గు���ం�. తు�చవ�� ప�కటనలను
�ండు ప�భు��లూ ��య� ప�భుత� దృ��� ����.

ఇంత� 1936 �వర�, 1937 ��రంభం� అ�క మం� ఎర��న అ��రులను USSR�
అ�సు���రు. �� ��రణ� ��య� వ���క �స��త కుట�కు సంబం�ం�న స��రం
NKVD� అం�ం�. ������సు�ప��ప�ం� సంబంధమున� �ందరు ���న��రుల అ�సు�
�య�డం �ందరు ����యకుల� �గరూకత మ�యూ �జ�య దూరదృ����ంచ��� ఎ��
చూ�న సమయం అ�.

���� �� ��రంభకుడు అ�నందున ����సు����ంగం అ� �లవబడుతున� నూతన
���ం��� USSR ఆ��ం�న సమయం� ఇదం� జ��ం�. ��య� స����
ప������క�ంచ��� ఉ���ం�న� ఆ ���ంగం. దురదృష�వ�తూ� �� మం� ���
�యకులు, ప����ం� ���క ���� నూతన ���ంగ సూ��లను ఆచరణ� �ట����
ఇష�పడ�దు. 1917 నుం� ��� �ండు ద���ల�టు అంతరు�ద��లం� అనుస�ం�న
ప��ల� పద�తులకు అల�టుప� ఉ��రు. ��� తమకు ఎదురు�� ఉన�తపద�ల�
ఉ��రు, �రు వ���గత ���తుల స���త వ��ల నుం� మద�తు �ందుతు��రు. �స����
�� �జ�య �ఖరులు తు�చవ�� మ�యూ అత� సమర�కుల �జ�య �ఖరులకు దగ�ర�
ఉ���. 1937 �బ�వ�-���� జ��న �ంద�క�� ��నర� స��శం� అందు����మం�
సభు�లు ����సు����ంగం అభ���ం�న ప������కరణకు బదులు� అణ��త చర�లను
�ం�ల� ��ండు ��రు.

ఈ ��నర� స��శం � ���� తన ప�సంగం� ����ర�కర�లంద� ���ం�క మ�యు
�జ�య���� �ంచవల�న అత�వసర అవస��� గు�ం� ��� �డు, �� �జ�య ��ణకు
ఒక ప���కను ముందుం�డు. అ�సమయం� తమ వ���గత సమర�కుల సమూ�లను తమ
చుటూ� �రు�కు� ����యకుల �ర�� ఆయన �వ�ం� ఖం�ం�డు. �త �యకులు
ప���కం� ఏ��టు ��న �జ�య �ఠ�లల� ��ణ �ందుతుండ� ����� ప��
����నూ �త��యకుల/ �ర�కర�ల ఎ��కను సూ�ం�డు. కమూ��సు�������కవర�ం�
స���త సంబంధం �టు��క�� అ� న�ం� �తుంద� ���� �చ��ం�డు. ��కు ���క
�ధ� ఆంట��� కు ప��న గ��, తన త�� భూ�� సంబంధం క�� ఉండడం� �ఫల�న
�ంట��రు��ల�� యుద�ం� ఓట��లవ��� ఆయన గురు���డు.

�� ఆయన�టలను ��మం� ����యకులు ప��ంచు��దు. �రు తమ పద�లు
��య� భయప��రు. తమపద�లకు తమ� ��� వ�� అవ�శం ఉన����
వ��ంచు�వ��� �మూ�క అణ��తల ప���కలు రూ�ం�ంచడం �రు ��రం�ం�రు.

ఇంత� తు�చవ�� మ� ఇతర కుట��రులు ����యకుల�� అ�ం��
ఉప��ంచుకు� ��క �రుగు�టు �సం స���లను �గవంతం ��రు. USSR ర�ణ మం��త�
�� మం��K.E.����� ను ��క సమస�ల� చర�లకు స��శం ఏ��టు �య�మ�
తు�చవ�� అడ�లనుకు��డు. స����� తన మద�తు�రుల� వ��, తనకు
���స�తృ�న ��క ద�ల� ���� � ను చుటు�ము��ల� తు�చవ�� ప���క ��డు. ����
మ� �ందరు అత� ��� బూ�� సహచరులను అ�సు��� త�ణ� ������� అ��
ప���క.

�ంద�క�� ��నర� స��శం ము��న తరు�త కుట��రులు తమ స���లను
�ం�రు. క�� ఈ �ధం� ���డు: “ ��� 1937� ���� మ�యు తు�చవ��ల మధ� �రు
�ట�యం� ��ం�... అ��డు �ర�� ఎందుకు చర�కు �గ�దు? అతను ఇం� ఎందుకు
సంశ�సు���డు? స��నం �� సులభ�న�. తరచు� ప��న ���ల�లు ఒక���క�
��� �ళ� దూరం� ఉండటంవలన, ��� రహస� ��సుల �� క�నం� ఉన�ందున �రు
�� �గ�త�� వ�వహ�ంచవల� �వడం వలన, జనర� ��� ఆ�సర� మ�యూ క�ండర�
కద�కలను సమన�యము �య�డం �� కష�ం. అను�నం �కుం� గణ�య�న సంఖ��



��క ద�లను ���కు తర�ంచడం � ��త��ల ��� సందర�ం� సులభం�
�ధ��తున�ందున ���� వ���క కుట�ను 1937, � 1� �శ��ం�రు.

ఆ సమయం� ����� తన (ప��ప� ప��క ) ‘బు��� ఆ� అ��ష�’ � ���� కు
వ���కం� ��క �రుగు�టు జ�� అవ���� గు�ం� ���డు. ��య� �న�ం ��య�
�యక���� వ���కం� ఉన�ద� ��రు ����� ఉన�ద�, ����మ�యూ ����వ�కు 1937,
ఏ��య� 9న (�� ఆ�� ఇంట���� ���) ఎర��న గూధ�ర ��గ ప��న అ��� S. యు����
��య��డు.

ఆ సమ��� తు�చవ�� జర�ను �����రుల� జరు�తున� మంత�లగు�ం�
�స��కు స��రం అం�ం�. �ండు ��ల ��క �యక��ల మధ� గల సంబం�ల ���
స��రం �సం �స�� ఏజంటు� ఆ��వ��� (��తన పత��ం���ల ��) �చు�కు��,
జర�ను �లట� ��యట�� క��ఉన� సంబం�లకు సంబం�ం�న ��� ప��లను �ం��ం�రు.
అ��వ�కు ������తమ �ంగత��� ���ట���� �స�� ఏజంటు� ప�య��ం�రు. �ం��ం�న
ప��లను ����ం�న తరు�త �హర��� �యకులకూ ��య� ��క �యక���� మధ�
రహస� సహ�రం ఉన�ద� ��� స�ప� ���ం ఉన�ద� ���రణకు �స�� ఉప ప������
�య�� వ��డు. �స��ఈప��లను గు�ం��ట�� కు ��య��ం�.

తు�చవ�� జర�ను అనుకూల ప�కటనలు �సు�న�ప��� �ట�� మ� ఇతర ���యకులు
జర�� మ�యు USSR ��క �యక��ల మధ� ఉన� రహస� సంబం�ల� సం�షం� �రు.
ర��� ��క �యంతృత�ం ఏర�డడం జర��� కూ� ఇ�ం� ప���లను ����ంచవచు�న�
మ�యు ర�� ��క �యంత తు�చవ�� భ�ష�� �రుగు�టు� తన జర�ను సహచరులకు
స�యపడవచు�న� �� �యకులు ప�గ�ం�రు. ఇరు��ల ��క �యకుల ఉమ�� కుట�ను
అడు���ల��ట�� �ర��ంచుకు��డు. �ం��ం�న ప��లను���కు పంపమ�, ��మ�ంత
����ం�� గు��� కల�నలను ��� ��ంచమ� అతను ఆ��ం�డు. త��డు �రు�లు
ఉ��య� �� ��య� యూ�య� కు రహస�ం� అ��న �త�ం ప��ల� అ� ��
స�ల�మ� జర�ను గూఢ�ర ��గ ప��న అ��� ‘�ల�� ����న���’ ఆ తరు�త ���డు.
(తమకు జర�ను ప��లు అందకముం� ���� మ�యూ ఇతర ��� బూ�� సభు�లకు
తు��వ�� కుట�గు�ం� �లుసున�, అ తరు�త 1971� V.M. �ల�� �����డు.)

ఆ తరు�� ఘటనలను గు�ం� ��న� �వరణలు ఉ���. �, 1వ ��న జరగవల�న
��క �రుగు�టు �వ� ��షం� �ష�ల�నద� ��� ఒక ��న త�న ���లు
ఉ���.క�తు ��రంభ�న �ను�ంట� ��� మ��యం �న ఉన� ��క� ఉన� ����
మ�యూ ఇతర ��� బూ�� సభు�ల� �వ��దుల �� జరుగ�తున�ద� ��రులు
�స��ంచ��� ఆ సమయం� �� ���� � ఉన� �ందరు గురు�కు �చు�కు��రు. �� ���� ప�క��
ఉన� భవనం �క� � అంతసు�� అతను �లు�లు జరప��� �ద��తున� సమయం� �ను
వ���గతం� ఒక �వ���� అ�సు���న� ఆ తరు�త NKVD అ��� ������ ���డు. ఈ
అ�సు���నందుకు అత�� ఆర�� ఆ� ��� ల�ం�ంద���� ���డు.

��� బూ�� సభు�ల ప�వర�న� భ�ం�ళనలను �నూ గమ�ం�న�, � ��త�వ
క�తుకు �జ�న ���� ప��� ��ఖ� �� �� �� ��� ప�క�ం�డు. �� ��� ���న��
ప��రం ���� ఒక�� ప��ంతం� ఉ��డు.

మ�క ��న కుట�ను �����ర� ��� ���ం ఉం�. � 1� �����ల ముందు
ఎడ���VIII పద� �రమణ తరు�త ��న ���VI �క� ప����కం � 12న ఉంటుంద�
లండ�� ప�క�ం�రు. ఆ ఉత���� ��య� ప���� బృం��� ఆ���ం�రు. ��య�
ప�భుత�ం ఆ ప���� బృం��� తు�చవ�� �యకత�ం వ���డ� �ర��ం�ం�. క�� ���న
�� ప��రం కుట�ను మూడు��ల �టు తు�చవ�� ��� ��డు. అ� అతను ��న
���ంతక�న త��.



అత� లండ� పర�టనకు సంబం�ం�న తు�చవ�� �క� ప��లను � 3న ����
�య�ర ���ల��� పం�రు. �� ఆ మరుస� ��న� ఆ ప��లను �నుకకు ���ం�,
��య�అ��ర� V.M. ఒ�� � ప����వ�����యకత�ం వ���డ� ప�క�ం�రు.

ప�� ర�ణ మం��త��ఖ ఉపమం��� తు�చవ��� �డుదల ��, �����క ���
క�ండరు� �య�సు���మ� � 10న ప�క�ం�రు. ����ంద�క�� సభు�లంద�� మ�యు
ప�����య సభు�లకూ � 24న ���� ఒక పం�� ప���� (circular letter) పం�డు.
తు�చవ�� మ�యూ ఇతరుల కుట��ర�క��లను గు�ం� ��� ��య��రు. తు�చవ��
����ంద�క��� ప�����య సభు��నందున, ����క� అతున�త సంస��� ఇతర
సభు�లనూ, ప�����య సభు�లనూ తు�చవ��� ���నుం� బ�ష��ం�, అత� �సును
NKVD� బ�� �య���� అనుకూలం�� �� వ���కం�� ఓటు ���ల� (���రు)
అ��రు. �ంద�క�� సభు�లు మ�యూ ప�����య సభు�లు అందరూ తు�చవ���
వ���కం� సూ�ం�న అ�� చర�లనూ బలప��రు.

కుట��యకు� � 27న అ�సు���రు. అత� ప��న సహచరులను 19 నుం� 31 మధ�
అ�సు���రు. �� ��� ఒకడు, ప�� ర�ణ మం��త� �ఖ ఉప మం��అ�న Y.B. �మ���
అత� అ�సు�కు ముందు ఆత�హత� �సుకు��డు.

�� �ండున ప�� ర�ణ మ��త� �ఖ �లట� ���� (�లట� ���� ఆ� �����
క���� ఆ� ����) స����� ���రు. ఇం� ద����ము�యనప��� కుట��రు��
�ందరు స������జర�� అవ�శం ఉన�ప��� ���� స������జ� ప�సం�ం�డు.

ఆయన తన ప�సంగం� ఇ� �బుతూ ��రం�ం�డు: “����� , ��య� ప�భు����
వ���కం� ��క-�జ�య కుట�ఉ��� ఎవ�� అను��లు �వ� �ను అనుకుంటు��ను”. ���
మ�యు ��య� ప�జలు అతు���హం� ఇంతకు ముం� కుట�ను గు�ం� బ�రంగపరచక
�వ��� �ర��� ���� �వ�ం�డు. అతను ఈ �ధం� ���డు: “ ��రణ ప���తులు,
మన ��ణుల �రుగుదల, �న�ం మ�యు �శం ��ం�న �జ�లు �త�ం �ద మన
�గరూకతను త��ం��, మన దృ���క� పదునును త��ం��”.

తు�చవ�� మ�యు అ�సు���న ఇతరు క�ండరు� జర�ను �న�ం� ఆ�రపడడం
గు�ం� ���� ��� �డు, కుట��రులకు ��న ���ం�క ��క �ద� సూ�ం�డు. ���� ఈ
�ధం� ���డు: “ �� బల�నతలు ఏ��? ��� ప�జల� సంబం�లు ��... �రు జర�ను
బల�ల� ఆ�రప��రు... ��� ప�జలం� భయం”.

ప��ర�అవ�శ�దం �రణం�� �ందరు �����రులు కుట���గ��ముల��ర�
���� సూ�ం�డు. �ందరు కుట��రులను తు�చవ�� మ�యు ఇతరులు ���ంచడం వలన
��� �రవల� వ��న �ష��� గు�ం� అ�సమయం� ���� ప����ం�డు. �రు
స�యం� వ�� ����� �ము కుట�� ���న� �ష��� అం�క���అటువం� ���
��ం�ల����� ప����ం�డు.

స��శం� �న�ం� అ�సు�లు జరగడం ఎర��నను బల�నపరుసు�ంద� స��శం�
ఆం�ళనను వ���క�ంచ��� ఖం�సూ����� ఈ �ధం� ���డు: “ మనం, మన �న�ం�
అప��త�న ప���వంతులను క�� ఉ��ము, ��� ప�న�� క��ంచ��� ఎవరూ
భయపడకూడదు”.

కుట��రుల సంఖ� �ద�� �ద� ఆ����� ���� వ�క�ం ��నప���, త�ర�� �� 2
స����� �జ�న �ంద�� స� �� మం� �����రులను అ�సు���రు. అ�సు�
అ�న��� ��మం� అ�యకులు. �ట��దట�, ��క కుట�కు �రణ�న �జ�య,
���క �ర�లను అ���ంచ���బదులు �మూ�క ఉ����� �చ��ట���� ��రం�ం�న
���� ����యకులు (అత�ంత చురుకు� ఉన� ��� కృ��� ఉ��డు) సృ��ం�న ��వరణం
�రణం� �� అ�సు�లు జ���. USSR ���� ��� గూఢ�రుల� �ం� ఉంద�
�రూ�ంచ���, మ�యు ఆ�ధం� అంతరు�ద��లం �� �ల�ణ�న �ల� పద�తులను
�లు��వ��� ఒక �కు� తు�చవ�� కుట�ను �రు ఉప��ంచుకు��రు.(���� � �త�ం



�ందను �పడం ��� ఈ అ�యకుల �ట� తన �గ������ �చ��� కృ���
తరు�త ప�య��ం�డు). ప�� శతృ�లను బ�రంగ పరచడం� తమ �జ�ల �రణం�
ప�న�� �ంద��� �ద��న NKVD�� స�ప��జ�పరులు, �� అ�సు�అ�న ��
పద�లను �ము �ప��ల� ఆతు�త� ఉన� స�ప��జ�పరులు అ�న �����రులు
��న అప�దు ఆ�పణల వల� కూ� అ�సు�అ�న�� సంఖ� ���ం�.

ఎర��న క�ం�ం� ఆ�సర�ను అ�సు��య�డం, ��� చంపడం వలన �ప� �శ భక�
యుద�ం� ���ంతకమ��ంద� ఇ��డు రష�� ప��ర �ధ�లు ��� ��తు���. ఎర�
�న�ం �క� అ��రులందరూ ��� తు���టు�కు ��ర� ��ంచడం జ��ం�. 1937-
1939 మధ� ��� 40,000 మం� �����రులు (క�ం�ం� ఆ�సరు� ) అ�క ���న
అణ��తలకు గుర��ర� �ందరు ఎ��చూ�తు��రు. �స���� ఈ �లం� �న�ం నుం�
�ల�ం�న 37 �లమం� అ��రుల� 9�ల మం�, �వ��న �ర���క ��ధులు �వడం ��
�జ��తర ��లకు, దుష��వర�నకు �ను ��కు గురవడం వం� సహజ �ర�ల వలన
చ���రు. �జ�య ��లకు �ను ��ం�న 29,000 మం�� 13�ల మం�� తరు�త ���
�న�ం� �య�ం�రు. �����మం�మహత�ర �శభక�యుద�ం� ( �ర�� ��వ�� ��)
���తం� ���రు. �లుగు �ల మం�� ��� చం�రు. ��� 12 �లమం� ���క
���ల� తమ �� ���� గ��రు. ఈ సంఖ� �ద�� అ�నప��� 1941� �త�ం
�����రుల సంఖ� 6ల�ల 80 �ల� �ష��� ఎవ�� �లుసు���.

తు�చవ�� మ�యు అత� సమర�కుల ��నం� ��క �ధుల �ర�హణ� ��ం�
�గ��న��మ� �రూ�ం�న జనర�� మ�యు�ర��� �త�బృందం వ��ం�. మ�వ� నుం�
�క ��� ���� నుం� ఈ �స���� గు��ం� వ��ం�. �� జర�� ఆచర�త�కం�
ఓ���న��డు అ�క సంవత��లు� �ను ��రకం �� ప���ధుల� వ�వహ�ం�న ��
�గ�తలను అతను గు��ం�డు. 1945, ��� 16న తన వ���గత ��� అత� �ధం�
��సుకు��డు: “ జనర� ��� �కు బహ�మ�� ��య� జనరళ�,�ర�ళ�... ��త చ�త�లున�
ఒక �స�కం ఇ��రు. ��� ఎకు�వమం� యువకులు. ��� ఎవ�రూ 50 ఏళ�� �బ�న �రు
�రు. �ప� �ప�వ �జ�య �ర�క��ల అనుభవం ��� ఉం�. �రు �బద�త క��న
����కు�లు, �� �� శ��వంత�న వ�కు�లు. �� ము�లను చూ���రు �నపద
�పథ�ం�నుం� వ��న�ర� �లుసు�ం�. �� మం� ���కుల, ���లు కు���రల, సన��రు
�తుల త�తరుల �డుకులు. సం�ప�ం� ���లం�, ��య� యూ�య� �క� ��క
�యకత�ం మనకం� ఉన�త�న ���క మూలం నుం� వ��న �ర� �ను అసహ�కర�న
���రణ �య�వల� యుంటుం�... గత సంవత��ల� �ము ��న త����� ఈ �స�కం�
�ము సులభం� చూ��ము”.

�� జర�� తన స�ంత తు�చవ��లను �� ఆలస�ం �వ��� ముం�
వ��ంచు��ద� ఆలస�ం� ఏడుసూ�, ఎర��న బల�న ప�� సంబం�లను క�� ఉండడం ��
�� బలం ఉంద� ���� �వ�ం�డు. ఎర��న ��ణుల�� ‘అ�ర�న ప��భను’ గు�ం�
మ�యు తు��వ�� మ�యు ఇతరులకు ‘ప�జల� సంబం�లు �వ�’, �రు ‘ప�జలం�
భయపడ�ర�’ ���� ���న���� స���� అను�కుం��� ప��ర�ర� గు��ం�డు.

�� జర�� మ�యు �� �త���ల� ��య� ప�య��ల ��� ��ం�న �జయం
తన �శం� ఉన�, ప�పంచం �� అ�క ��ల� ఉన� ����� మ�యు యూర�� సగం �ద
తన �యంత�ణను ��ంచ��� �ట�రును అనుమ�ం�న పంచ�ంగ ద��� �రూ��ంచడం�
��య� �యకత�ం �ఫల� �ం� �ధ�మ��� �దు. దురదృష�వ�తూ� 1991 ���
��య� �న�ం మ�యు ���కూ� తమ ల���� �రు�కు���, మ�యు ప�జల�
తమకున� �ంధ���� �����. �ష�జం� �టు�బ��� �నరుద�రణ శకు�లు ����క
�జ��� ఈ�రు�లు సులభతరం ���.

*****





The Tukhachevsky Conspiracy
On the 70th Anniversary of the Treason Trials

Yuri Yemelianov

On the 11th of June 1937 Moscow radio announced the arrest of the former
chief of the Red Army General Headquarters Marshal M. Tukhachevsky and 7 other
Soviet leading military figures. The arrested were put to trial before the military
branch of the USSR Supreme Court. The radio report said that they were ‘accused of
having violated their duty as soldiers, of having broken their military oath of
allegiance and of having committed treason against the Soviet Union in the interests
of a foreign country... It was established that the defendants... had organised an anti-
State movement and had been in contact with the military circles of a foreign country
pursuing an anti-Soviet policy. In favour of that country the defendants conducted
military espionage. Their activity was aimed at ensuring the defeat of the Red Army
in the event of the country being attacked. The ultimate aim was the restoration of
big land ownership and capitalism. All accused made confessions’.

After a brief trial the USSR Supreme Court passed death penalty on all the
defendants. Subsequently a substantial number of other military and Party officials
were arrested and put to trial.

Now these events which happened over 70 years ago are used in post-Soviet
Russia as a pretext for another noisy anti-Soviet propaganda campaign. Mass
meetings and marches with Christian crosses are organised to commemorate the
70th anniversary of these events. TV and other mass media use this occasion in
order to continue depicting the USSR history as the time of ‘Great Terror’ against
innocent people, falsely accused of crimes which they did not commit. It is also
claimed that the arrest of Tukhachevsky and other Soviet military leaders seriously
handicapped the Red Army which led to severe setbacks in 1941, loss of great Soviet
territories and manpower.

For the first time this interpretation of the arrest and trial of Tukhachevsky
and others was made public by N. S. Khrushchev over 50 years ago. The then First
Secretary of the CPSU asserted that the German Gestapo concocted papers, which
compromised Tukhachevsky and others in order to weaken the Red Army on the eve
of World War II. These forged papers were passed to the Soviet Government.
Khrushchev claimed that Stalin was pathologically suspicious and this was the
reason why he took the German fabrication at its face value and ordered the arrest of
Tukhachevsky and others. According to Khrushchev further arrests and trials were
caused by Stalin’s paranoia and his inborn cruelty.

Though there are some real facts behind Khrushchev’s version (e.g. the
existence of papers forged by the Gestapo) his explanation is refuted by a number of
comparatively recent publications made by a number of Russian historians, including
the author of the present article. In such books as A. Martirosyan’s ‘The Conspiracy
of Marshals’ (Moscow, Veche, 2003), S. Minakov’s ‘Stalin and the Conspiracy of
Generals’ (Moscow, Yauza, 2005), ‘The Conspiracies and the Struggle for Power.
From Lenin to Khrushchev’ (Moscow, Veche, 2003) by R. Balandin and S. Mironov, a
reader will find detailed and ample evidence which contradicts the essence of
Khrushchev’s version.



But even before the publication of these and other Russian books a number of
authors in the West presented some facts which proved beyond doubt that the
Tukhachevsky conspiracy was not a result of Stalin’s gullibility or a figment of his
imagination but a stark reality. The appropriate facts were narrated in memoirs by a
former German Intelligence chief Walter Schellenberg, in a book by a former NKVD
(People’s Commissariat for Internal Affairs) officer Alexander Orlov, who escaped
from the USSR to the West in 1938, in a book ‘The Conspirators’ by an American
historian Geoffrey Bailey. A brief account of how the Tukhachevsky plot was formed
and developed was given in the book ‘Hitler Moves East 1941–1943’ by a former
personal interpreter of Hitler, Paul Schmidt (his literary name — Paul Carell).

Summarising all these facts narrated and analysed by Russian, German and
American authors one comes to a conclusion that the origin of the June 1937 events
differs radically from the explanation given by Khrushchev and modern Russian
political mass media. First of all, these events were connected with the struggle
going on inside the Soviet Communist Party in the 1920s. One should take into
account that since 1918 L. D. Trotsky was the chairman of the Revolutionary Military
Council of the Soviet Republic and its People’s Commissar for military affairs. Many
of the leading figures in the Red Army were appointed by Trotsky during the Civil War.
Sharing the political views of their chief they tended to overrate military methods of
administration and the role of the Red Army in the world revolutionary process. Many
of them continued to occupy commanding posts in the Red Army after Trotsky was
ousted from his posts in 1925.

Despite their public recantations, many of them continued to share Trotsky’s
views and attitudes with their typical blend of adventurism and disregard for
ideological principles, especially when dealing with the enemies of the Soviet
Revolution. The adventurist approach to the problems of military strategy and
organisation of the Red Army was characteristic for Tukhachevsky and the group of
his supporters. The differences on these issues led to latent but growing
confrontation of this group with the majority of the Red Army commanders.

Like Trotsky himself many of the Trotskyists in the Red Army were prone to
put their personal ambitions above the interests of the working class and the Soviet
state. Some of them dreamt of Bonapartist careers.

The tendency to conclude alliances with politically and ideologically alien
forces for the sake of personal struggle for power (so typical for Trotsky during his
political career) revealed itself in establishing close relations between some Soviet
and German officers. At that time the Versailles treaty barred Germany from having
military educational establishments. According to a secret Soviet-German agreement
concluded at the initiative of Trotskyist Karl Radek who was then influential in the
Soviet Government, a large group of German officers set up their military schools in
Soviet Russia thus by-passing the clauses of the Versailles treaty. Not only Radek,
but other Soviet leaders supported this agreement since at that time the cooperation
of Soviet Russia with Germany was seen as a breakthrough of the united Anti-Soviet
front of capitalist states. The possible negative consequences of the agreement
were not taken into account.

While the Soviet-German agreement existed Tukhachevsky and a number of
other Soviet military commanders cultivated friendly relations with their German
colleagues. The latter often invited the Soviet officers to Germany. Unfortunately



such contacts were not limited to exchanges of opinions in the field of purely
professional problems. Some of the military of both countries tended to discuss the
benefits of military rule and possibilities of joint interference of the military into
civilian lives of both countries. Plans for mutual assistance of the military of the two
countries in case of political changes in the two countries began to evolve.

The Nazi takeover in 1933 interrupted the active military cooperation between
Germany and the USSR. Though at that time the German military wholly supported
Hitler, they were keen to mind their own interests and were ready to take power if the
Nazi regime was to totter. (The German military plotters almost performed a coup
d’etat in September 1938. Then they were afraid that Germany would lose the war in
case Britain and France would take a resolute stand and defend Czechoslovakia.
Only the capitulation of France and Britain at Munich made the plotters discard their
plans. Another attempt to overthrow the Hitler government was undertaken by them
in July 1944 at the time when the Nazi regime was already doomed.)

Their own plans of military takeover in the USSR were nourished by
Tukhachevsky and his supporters. At the same time Tukhachevsky and others tried
to enlist support of some ambitious Party leaders for realisation of their Bonapartist
plans. According to Paul Carell, ‘since 1935 Tukhachevsky had maintained a kind of
revolutionary committee in Khabarovsk... Its members included senior administrative
officials and Army commanders, but also some young Party functionaries in high
posts, such as the Party leader in the Northern Caucasus, Boris Sheboldayev’.

Despite the termination of the Soviet-German military agreement
Tukhachevsky maintained close cooperation with the German generals. Carell wrote:
‘In the spring of 1936 Tukhachevsky went to London as the leader of the Soviet
delegation attending the funeral of the King George V. Both his outward and
homeward journeys led him through Berlin. He used the opportunity for talks with
leading German generals. He wanted to make sure that Germany would not use any
possible revolutionary unrest in the Soviet Union as a pretext for marching against
the East. What mattered to him most was his idea of a German-Russian alliance
after overthrow of Stalin... Tukhachevsky became increasingly convinced that the
alliance between Germany and the Soviet Union was an inescapable commandment
of history’.

In his book ‘The Conspirators’ Geoffrey Bailey quotes an attested remark by
Tukhachevsky made at that time to the Rumanian Foreign Minister Titulescu. He
said: ‘You are wrong to tie the fate of your country to countries which are old and
finished, such as France and Britain. We ought to turn towards new Germany. For
some at least Germany will assume the leading position on the continent of Europe’.

Meanwhile the pro-German statements made by Tukhachevsky in Western
European countries during his trip to Britain became known in France and
Czechoslovakia. The mutual assistance treaties of both countries with the USSR
concluded in 1935 united them in a joint anti-Nazi coalition. The information that
such an important figure as Tukhachevsky took a pro-German stand caused grave
concern in Paris and Prague. The two governments notified the Soviet Government
about Tukhachevsky’s statements.

Meanwhile at the end of 1936 and the beginning of 1937 a number of Red
Army officers were arrested in the USSR. During their interrogation the NKVD got
information about the existence of a wide-spread plot against the Soviet Government.



It was a time when arrests of some saboteurs, connected with the Trotskyist
opposition revealed the lack of vigilance and political insight on the part of many
Party functionaries.

It all happened at the time when the USSR adopted a new Constitution, called
Stalinist, as Stalin was its initiator. Its constitution was meant to promote the
democratisation of Soviet society. Unfortunately many of the Party officials,
especially on a local level were reluctant to put the principles of the new Constitution
into practice. Since 1917 during almost two decades they got accustomed to
methods of administration used at the time of the Civil War. Many of them grew
accustomed to their unchallenged high positions and they drew support from close
circles of their personal friends. In fact their political attitudes were close to those of
Tukhachevsky and his supporters. At the plenary session of the Central Committee
of the USSR Communist Party held in February-March 1937 many of its members
demanded increased repressive measures instead of the democratisation urged by
the Stalinist Constitution.

In his speech at this plenary session Stalin spoke about the urgent need to
raise the ideological and political level of all Party functionaries and offered a plan
for their education. At the same time he severely criticised the tendency of Party
officials to surround themselves by groups of their personal supporters. He
suggested electing new functionaries at every Party level while the old functionaries
were being educated at specially set-up schools. Stalin warned that unless the
Communist Party kept close contacts with the working class it might perish. He
reminded of the fate of Antaeus from Greek mythology, who lost the battle with
Hercules as soon as he failed to have a contact with the Earth, who was his mother.

But the words of Stalin were unheeded by many of the Party officials. They
were afraid to lose their jobs and they started to devise plans of mass reprisals in
order to get rid of potential competitors for their posts.

Meanwhile Tukhachevsky and other conspirators, using unrest among the
Party functionaries, accelerated preparations for a coup d’etat. Tukhachevsky
intended to ask the USSR People’s Commissar for Defence K.E. Voroshilov to
convene a conference on military problems in the Kremlin. Tukhachevsky planned to
come to the conference with his supporters and to surround the Kremlin with troops
loyal to him. Stalin and some of his Politbureau colleagues were to be arrested and
shot immediately.

After the end of the plenary session of the Central Committee the
conspirators increased their preparations. Carell wrote: ‘In March 1937 the race
between Stalin and Tukhachevsky was becoming increasingly dramatic... Why did
the Marshal not act then? Why was he still hesitating? The answer is simple enough.
The moves of General Staff officers and Army commanders, whose headquarters
were often thousands of miles apart, were difficult to coordinate especially as their
strict surveillance by the secret police forced them to act with the utmost caution.
The coup against Stalin was fixed for the 1st of May 1937, mainly because the May
Day Parades would make it possible to move substantial troop contingents to
Moscow without arousing suspicion’.

At that time Trotsky in his ‘Bulletin of the Opposition’ wrote about a probable
rebellion of the Soviet military against Stalin. On the 9th of April 1937 the chief of the
Red Army Intelligence Board S. Uritsky informed Stalin and Voroshilov that in Berlin



there were rumours about the opposition of the Soviet military to the Soviet
leadership.

By that time the Gestapo got wind of the negotiations of Tukhachevsky with
the German military leaders. In order to get fuller information about relations
between the military leaders of the two countries Gestapo agents penetrated the
archives of the Wehrmacht and stole some of the documents pertaining to the
contacts of the German military with the Soviet. The Gestapo agents tried to conceal
the theft of documents by setting fire to the archives. After the stolen documents
were analysed the Gestapo deputy chief Heydrich came to the conclusion that there
was ample evidence of the secret cooperation between the leaders of the
Wehrmacht and the Red Army. The Gestapo informed Hitler about the documents.

Despite the pro-German statements of Tukhachevsky, Hitler and others in the
Nazi leadership were not happy over clandestine contacts between the military
leaders of Germany and the USSR. The Nazi leaders considered that the
establishment of the military dictatorship in Russia might stimulate similar
developments in Germany. And the military dictator of Russia Tukhachevsky might
help his German colleagues during the future coup. Hitler decided to thwart the joint
conspiracy of the military leaders of the two countries. He ordered the sending of the
stolen documents to Moscow, but adding to them fabrications to make the materials
even more shocking. German Intelligence chief Walter Schellenberg later wrote that
the false additions constituted but a minor part of the whole collection, which was
secretly sold to the Soviet Union. (Later in 1971 V. M. Molotov claimed that he, Stalin
and other Politbureau members knew about the Tukhachevsky conspiracy before
they got the German documents.)

There are different versions of the subsequent events. On the one hand there
is substantial evidence that the military coup scheduled for the 1st of May was
frustrated at the last minute. Some people present at the time at Red Square
remembered that immediately after the beginning of the parade the rumours were
spread about an imminent terrorist act against Stalin and other Politbureau
members who at that time occupied the tribune on the Lenin Mausoleum. Later
NKVD officer Pavel Meshik claimed that he personally arrested a terrorist on the
upper floor of the building adjacent to Red Square just when he was getting ready to
shoot. Meshik said that he was awarded the Order of Lenin for this arrest.

A British correspondent Fitzroy MacClean who was present at the May Day
parade stated that he noticed nervousness in the conduct of the Politbureau
members. Some of them hardly watched the parade. According to MacClean only
Stalin preserved an unperturbed mien.

On the other hand there is evidence that the coup was postponed. Just before
the 1st of May in London it was announced that on the 12th of May there would be
the coronation of George VI who had become the King after the abdication of
Edward VIII. The Soviet delegation was invited for the ceremony and the Soviet
Government decided that Tukhachevsky would be a leader of the delegation.
According to Carell, Tukhachevsky ‘postponed the coup by three weeks. That was his
fatal mistake’.

On the 3rd of May documents of Tukhachevsky were sent to the British
Embassy in connection with his visit to London. But on the next day the papers were



called back and it was announced that the Soviet admiral V. M. Orlov would be a
chief of the delegation.

On the 10th of May it was announced that Tukhachevsky was relieved from
the duties of the deputy of the People’ Commissar for Defence and made the
commander of the Volga military district. On the 24th of May Stalin sent a circular
letter to all the members and alternate members of the Party Central Committee.
They were informed about the conspiratorial activities of Tukhachevsky and others.
Since Tukhachevsky was an alternate member of the Central Committee, other
members and alternate members of this highest body of the Party were asked to
vote for or against his expulsion from the Party and transfer of his case to the NKVD.
All the members and alternate members of the Central Committee supported the
suggested measures against Tukhachevsky.

The leader of the conspiracy was arrested on the 27th of May. Between 19
and 31 his major collaborators were arrested. But one of them, the deputy People’s
Commissar for Defence Y. B. Gamarnik committed suicide just before his arrest.

On the 2nd of June the session of the Military Council of the People’s
Commissary of Defence was convened. Though the investigation was not over yet
and it was probable that some of the participants of the plot were present at the
session Stalin attended it and spoke before it.

He began his speech, saying: ‘Comrades, I think that now nobody has doubts
about the existence of military-political conspiracy against the Soviet power’. Stalin
explained the reason why the conspiracy was not exposed earlier by euphoria of the
Party and the Soviet people. He said: ‘The general situation, the growth of our ranks,
the achievements of the Army and the country as a whole decreased our political
vigilance, diminished sharpness of our sight’.

Stalin spoke about the dependence of Tukhachevsky and other arrested
commanders on the German military and suggested that the conspirators did not
have any profound ideological platform. Stalin said: ‘What was their weakness? They
lacked contact with the people... They relied on the forces of the Germans... They
were afraid of the people’.

Stalin suggested that some of the military officers got involved into
conspiracy out of sheer opportunism. At the same time Stalin spoke about some of
the plotters who were intimidated by Tukhachevsky and others and were forced to
join them. Stalin proposed to forgive such people if they came and honestly told
about their participation in the plot.

Refuting concern expressed by some of the speakers at the session that the
arrests among the military might weaken the Red Army Stalin said: ‘We have in our
army unlimited reserves of talents... One should not be afraid to move people
upwards’.

Though Stalin expressed hope that the number of conspirators was not great,
soon many of the military, including some of those who participated at the 2nd of
June session, were arrested. Among those who were arrested many were innocent.
First and foremost their arrests were caused by the atmosphere created by many
local Party officials (and Khrushchev was among the most active) who, instead of
searching for political and social reasons for the military conspiracy started to
foment mass hysteria. They used the Tukhachevsky conspiracy as a pretext to prove



that the USSR was full of foreign spies and thus to retain administrative methods
typical of the Civil War. (Later Khrushchev tried to conceal his participation in this
witch hunt by putting all the blame for it upon Stalin.) The toll of arrested increased
also due to slanderous accusations made by careerists in the NKVD, ready to get
promotion for their successes in exposing ‘enemies of the people’, or by career-
minded military officers, eager to take the posts of those who were arrested.

Now the Russian mass-media assert that the arrests and executions of the
Red Army commanding officers were fatal for the development of the Great Patriotic
War. It is claimed that the officers’ corps of the Red Army was almost decimated.
Some point out that 40 thousand of the commanding officers were subjected to
various reprisals in 1937 – 1939. In fact out of 37 thousand officers who were
dismissed from the Army in this period about 9 thousand were those who died due
to natural causes, got severe chronic diseases or were punished for non-political
crimes and misbehaviour. Out of 29 thousand officers sacked for political offences
13 thousand were later restored to the Army. Many of them (like Marshal
Rokossovsky) fought heroically in the Great Patriotic War. Four thousand were
executed and about 12 thousand served their terms in the labour camps. Though
these are large numbers, one should be aware that the total number of the Army
officers in 1941 was 680 thousand.

In place of Tukhachevsky and his supporters came a new cohort of generals
and marshals who proved quite worthy in performing their military duties. The
recognition of this fact came from none other than Joseph Goebbels. When Nazi
Germany was practically defeated he recognised at last the merits of those whom he
for many years treated as representatives of an inferior race. In his personal diary
Goebbels wrote on the 16th of March, 1945: ‘The General Staff presented me a book
with biographies of Soviet generals and marshals... Most of them are young; almost
none of them is over 50 years. They have a rich experience of revolutionary-political
activity. They are convinced Bolsheviks, very energetic people. When one looks upon
their faces one can see that they are made of healthy folk staff. Most of them are
sons of workers, cobblers, small holding peasants, etc. In short, I must make an
unpleasant conclusion that the military leaders of the Soviet Union are of better
social origin than our own... From this book it is easy to see what mistakes we made
in the previous years’.

Belatedly lamenting that Nazi Germany did not get rid of its own
Tukhachevskys before it was too late, Goebbels explained the strength of the Red
Army in the fact that it had strong ties with the popular masses. Inadvertently the
chief of Nazi propaganda recognised the truth of Stalin when the latter spoke about
‘unlimited reserves of talents’ in the ranks of the Red Army and stated that
Tukhachevsky and others ‘lacked contact with the people’ and ‘were afraid of the
people’.

The victory over Nazi Germany and its allies achieved mostly by the Soviet
effort would not be possible if the Soviet leadership failed to get rid of its ‘Fifth
Column’, similar to those which existed in many countries of the world and which
allowed Hitler to establish his control over half of Europe. Unfortunately by 1991 both
the Soviet Army and the Party changed their character and lost most of their staunch
ties with the people. These changes facilitated the temporary triumph of capitalist
restoration forces over socialism.
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