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The First Socialist State.
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The First Socialist State.

The history of all past society has consisted in the development of class
antagonisms, antagonisms that assumed different forms at different epochs. But,
whatsoever form they have taken, one fact is common to all past ages, namely the
exploitation of one part of society by theother.

-Communist Manifesto.

1. The Proletarian Revolution.

Summarising Lenin's analysis of the differences between the bourgeois and
the proletarian revolution, Stalin wrote:

The distinction between the proletarian revolution and, the bourgeois revolution may
be
reduced to five main points.

1. The bourgeois revolution usually begins when there exist more or less
finished forms of the capitalist order, forms which have grown and ripened within the
womb of feudal society prior to the open revolution; whereas the proletarian
revolution begins when finished forms of the socialist order are either absent or
almost completely absent.

2. The main task of the bourgeois revolution consists in seizing power and
making it conform to the already existing ,bourgeois economy, whereasthe main task
of the proletarian revolution consists in seizing power in order to build up a new
socialist economy.

3. The, bourgeois revolution is usually consummated with the seizure of
power, whereas in the proletarian revolution the seizure of power is only the
beginning, and power is used as a lever for transforming the old economy and,
organising the new one.

4. The bourgeois revolution limits itself to substituting one group of exploiters
for another in the seat of power, and therefore it need not break up the old state
machine; whereas the proletarian revolution removes all the exploiting groups from
power and places in power the leader of all the toilers and exploited, the class of
proletarians, in view of which it cannot abstain from breaking up the old state
machine and replacing it with a-new one.

5. The bourgeois revolution cannot rally the millions of the toiling and
exploited masses for any length of time, for the very reason that they are toilers and
exploited; whereas the proletarian revolution can and must join them, as toilers and
exploited, in a durable alliance with the proletariat, if it wishes to carry out its main
task of consolidating the power of the proletariat and building the new socialist
economy. (SCW 8.22, cf.LCW 27.89.)

Thus, having overthrown the bourgeoisie, the proletariat is confronted with the
task of constructing a new social order, which will differ not only from capitalism but
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from all previous forms of class society in that it brings exploitation to an end. It
follows that the proletarian revolution involves more profound changes, and
therefore greater difficulties, than any previous revolution.

Further, these difficulties, inherent in the nature of proletarian revolutions,
were necessarily at their greatest in the October Revolution, because it was the first.
After seizing power and defeating their enemies, internal and external, with a Red
Army created in the thick of the fighting, the Russian workers and, peasants turned
to the task of building socialism with no experience to draw on, with no help from
any friendly state harassed by sabotage organised from abroad, and faced with the
threat of renewed intervention.

The actual seizure of power had not been so difficult. This was due to the
political situation created by the war. Internally, the backward economy of the Tsarist
era had collapsed under the impact of military defeat. Externally, the imperialist
powers, locked together as they were in mortal combat, were unable to intervene
(LCW 27.92, SCW 6.162); and later, when they did intervene, they were hampered by
the opposition of their own workers-revolutionary uprisings in Hungary and Germany,
actions in support of the Bolsheviks in France and Britain (LCW 30.386, 33.145, SCW
6.391).

Thanks to these political factors, the revolution survived. But then, as it
passed from the struggle for power to socialist construction, the backwardness of
Tsarism became a major obstacle :

The more backward the country which, owing to the zigzags of history, has
proved to be the one to start the socialist revolution, the more difficult it is for her to
pass from the old capitalist relations to socialist relations. (LCW 27.89.)

In the West the reverse situation obtained. There, the socio-economic
conditions of monopoly capitalism-large-scale production, universal literacy, and a
high level of labour skill and trade-union organisation-were favourable to socialist
construction; but, so long as the workers were held back by reformist illusions, the
political conditions were lacking. Lenin pointed the contrast by comparing Russia
with Germany:

Socialism is inconceivable without large-scale capitalist engineering based on
the latest discoveries of modern science. . . . At the same time socialism is
inconceivable unless the proletariat is the ruler of the state. . . . In 1918, Germany
and Russia had become the most striking emibodiment of the material realisation of
the economic productive and socio-economic conditions for socialism, on the one
hand, and the political conditions, on the other. (LCw 32.334.)

Accordingly, Lenin argued that in the West the revolution would be slower in
coming than it was in Russia but less difficult when it did come; and at the same
time he warned the Bolsheviks not to be deceived by the ease with which they had
won power, because their greatest difficulties lay ahead :

Anyone who has given careful thought to the economic requisites of the
socialist revolution in Europe must be clear on the point that in Europe it will be
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immeasurably more difficult to start, whereas for us it was immeasurably easier to
start; but it will be rnore difficult for us to continue the revolution than it will be over
there. This objective situation has caused us to experience an extraordinarily sharp
and difficult turn in history. (LCW27.93.)

Looking at the Russian revolution as a whole,therefore, he concluded :

We began our revolution in unusually difficult conditions, such as no other
workers' revolution in the world will ever have to face. (LCW 28.137.)



