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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER M
SUBJECT: My Meeting with Chairman Mao

Attached is the full transcript of my meeting with Chairman Mao.
Following are the highlights, much of which I have already given
you.

Atmosphere

The Chairman seemed in better health than last year. Indeed
he said that this allowed him to speak longer than he was able to
with you, so as to convey more fully his views to you through me.
He apologized that he was not able to meet Mrs. Nixon and °
Secretary Rogers during your visit. He spoke deliberately and in
a gravelly voice, but with great animation, coherence, and allusive
skill. His displayed a quick and earthy sense of humor. Clearly
he is still mentally alert, despite one or two moments when he seemed
distracted. There is no way of knowing whether he has '"good" and "bad"
days mentally or whether his performance is steady.

Physically, as you will recall, he is impressive. One thinks of
him as being large rather than fat., He radiates authority and deep
wisdom, and Chou - as in your meeting - was deferential. There is
no question who is boss, He was helped up by his young female
attendant when he greeted me, but got up unaided at the end of our
conversation and escorted me to the outer room in a slow shuffle,
his attendant hovering near but not touching him.

Despite these generally positive signs, the Chairman said as
Wwe were moving toward our chairs "I don't look bad, but God has
sent me an invitation.' He repeated this as we concluded our talk,

in case I had missed his first reference. DEC[_ASDIHFD Lan P%]
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As you will see from the transcript, the Chairman placed our
conversation in the framework of his talk with you and considered his
remarks as elaboration of what he told you. On several occasions he
referred specifically to points you had made. At the end he extended
his warm greetings to you, as well as Mrs. Nixon, and he carefully
included this gesture in their draft of the communique on my meeting.
Chou pointed out the next day that this had happened - by coincidence
he claimed - on Brezhnev's seventieth birthday!

"In shoxt, I was even more impressed by the grandeur of the
Chairman this time than last. One can easily imagine the power and
intelligence of this man in his prime.

Substance

Mao touched on many of the themes of your conversation and
almost every topic that Chou and I discussed. His basic message
can be summed up as follows:

-~ The present Chinese leadership will soon leave the scene.
He said that God had sent him an '"invitation'' and that he was the
oldest person at the meeting. Chou commented that he was the
second oldest.

-- The principal obstacle to better US-PRC relations is out of
the way. Not only Truman (China policy) but also Johnson (Vietnam
policy) had been buried. He said that we had done ''good work' in ending
the Vietnam War; he had me confirm that the basic issues were seftled;
and he agreed with my observation that we needed now a transitional
period of tranquility. -

-~ The Soviet threat is real and growing. He cited many historical
instances of Russian land-grabbing.  The present ''goal of the Soviet
Union is to occupy both Europe and Asia, the two continents.

-~ Thus the US and PRC must cooperate. 'So long as the objectives
are the same, we would not harm you nor would you harm us. And we
can work together to commonly deal with a bastard. "
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-~ In view of all the above factors, the US and PRC must
institutionalize its relationship. Chou noted that Mao had explicitly
approved the liaison offices. Mao brought up the need for more
trade between our two countries, terming the present level "pitiful.
He urged exchanges: to learn more about America and its policies,
increase the number of English speaking Chinese, and let more
foreigners into China.

-- The PRC looks to the US to play a strong world role to
counter Soviet designs. IHe proposed an axis of US, Japan, Pakistan,
Iran, Turkey, and Europe. We should pay more attention to Europe
and Japan, maintain strong European defenses, concentrate our forces
in Asia (they are too ''scattered'), and make sure that trade barriers
or other minor bickering do not block fundamental cooperation with our
allies.

Other interesting sub-themes or tidbits from this conversation
include the following:

-~ Madame Mao, representing the left, is apparently challenging
him. Repeatedly during our talk he referred jokingly to the trouble
women cause China and his plan to export ten million to the United
States to cause disasters for us.

~- We might be contributing to the threat to China, whether or not
inadvertently. We and Europe were fostering fake detente and might think
that it would be a fine thing if it were that the ill waters would flow
toward China." We might want to see the USSR get bogged down in China
and once they were worn out we could "poke [our] finger at the Soviet
back.' - -

-~ The PRC only goes through the motions of ideclogy. Thus the’
US and PRC would have to criticize one another sometimes. But he
likes us, not our communist party, just as he like Pompidou, not the
French communist party (in both parties Moscow influence is heavy).

-~ The Chinese must modernize themselves., He criticized his
countrymen's conservatism, whether overseas or at home. He stressed
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the need to streamline the Chinese language and learn English. He
placed his hopes on the young of China and dismissed those over 30.

In resporise I emphasized the main lines I was using with Chou:
-- We are prepared to accelerate our relations in all fields.
-- We would never gang up on China nor encourage a Soviet
attack. We want to prevent PRC-USSR conflict not defeat it or take

advantage of it.

-~ We have no illusions about Soviet designs, but our policy is
less direct and involves doing business with Moscow.

-~ We will strengthen our ties with Europe and Japan, keep
strong defenses, and increase our influence along the axis the
Chairman described.

“FOP-SEGRET /SENSITIVE
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY -







*\".“ 2 4 REPRODUGED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVE 5 T R DECLASSIFIEY
Autkoity A2 ?Z‘?S‘@

£ \\. y . .
Lo " By,:-JWﬁ\mRA 0 6/7
MEMORANDUM ke B e TAT] ;
? M ATE

[ Betaiffads’ ang
THE WHITE HOUgHe dss'yvsvirt]h[:c]ocﬁh
O 12958, 25X

i P T A

©T gede

e ettt st
\ .

' WASHINGTON
TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY

- ] . MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

PARTICIPANTS: Mao Tsetung, Chairman, Politburo,
Chinese Communist Party
, Chou Enw~lai, Premier of the State Council
! Wang Hai~-jung, -Assistant Minister of
Foreign Affairs
Tang Wen-sheng, Interpreter
Shen Jo-yun, Interpreter

N ST T et S b L S ot

‘ . . ) . Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant to the
! \ President for National Security Affairs
Winston Lord, NSC Staiff

DATE AND TIME: Saturday, February 17, 1973, 11:30 p.m. -
Sunday, February 18, 1973, 1:20 a.m. ’

PLACE: ‘Chungnahai, Chairman Mao's Residence
: : Peking
People's Republic of China

(At 11:00 p.m. February 17, 1973 at a meeting in a villa near the |
. Guest House where Dr. Kissinger and his party were staying, Prime

: Minister Chou En-lai informed Dr. Kissinger that he and Winston Lord
were invited to meet with Chairman Mao Tsetung at 11:30 p. m. that |
evening. He told Dr. Kissinger that he would come to the Guest House
shortly to escort him to the Chairman's residence. -

] Dr. Kissinger and his delegation members at the meeting went back to
the Guest House. Prime Minister Chou En-lai came to the Guest House
at 11:20 p.m. and rode with Dr. Kissinger fo Chungnahai. Mz, Chu,
Deputy Director of Protocol, accompanied Mr., Lord. Prime Minister
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Chou En-lai escorted Dr. Kissinger into the outer room of.the Guest
House and then through another room to Chairman Mao's sitfing room.

The Chairman was helped up from his chair by his young female attendant
and came forward to greet Dr. Kissinger. Photographers took pictures.
He welcomed Dr. Kissinger and Dr. Kissinger pointed out that it was
almostly exactly a year ago that he had first met the Chairman. The
Chairman then greeted Mr, Lord and commented that he was so young,
younger than the interpreters. Mr. Lord replied that he was in any
event older than the interpreters. The Chairman then motioned to the
large easy chairs and the parties sat down. The photographers con-
tinued to take pictures.) :

Chairman Mao (As he headed toward his chair): I don't look bad, but
God has sent me an invitation.

(To Mr. Lord) You are a young man.

N Mr. Lord: I am getting older.

Chairman Mao: I am the oldest among those seated here.

‘vPrime VMinister Chou: I am the second oldest.

Chairman Mzo: There was someone in the British Army who was opposed
to the independence of your country. Field Marshal Montgomery was one
of those to oppose your policy.

-

Dr. Kissinger: Yes.

'

Chairman Mao: He opposed the Dulles policy. He probably doesn't
oppose you anymore. At that time, you also opposed us. We also
i opposed you. So we are two enemies (Laughter).

Dr. Kissinger: Two former enemies.

Chairman Mao: Now we call the relationship between ourselves a friend-
ship.

e,
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Dr. Kissinger: That's our sentiment.

Chairman Mao: That's what I am saying.

Dr. Kissinger: I have told the Prime Minister that we speak to no
other country as frankly and as openly as we do to you.

Chairman Mao {To the photographers): That's all for you,

[The photographers leave. |

But let us not speak false words or engage in trickery. We don't steal
your documents. You can deliberately leave them somewhere and try
us out. Nor do we engage in eavesdropping and bugging. There is no
use in those small tricks. And some of the big maneuvering, there is
no use to them too. I said that to your correspondent, Mr. Edgar Snow.
I said that your GIA is no good for major events. :

Dr. Kissinger; That's absolutely true. That's been our experience.

ChairmanMao: Because when you issue an-order, for example, when-

your President issues an order, and you want information on a certain
question, then the intelligence reports come as so many snowflakes.
We also have our intelligence service and it is the same with them.
They do not work well (Prime Minister Chou laughs), For instance,
they didn't know about Lin Piao. (Prime Minister Chou laughs). Then
again they didn't know you wanted to comae.

I read two articles in 1969. One of your Directors of your China desk
in the State Department wrote an article later published in a Japanese

newspaper..

Dr. Kissinger: I don't think I read that.

Prime Minister Chou: I hadn't mentioned it to you before.

Dr. Kissinpger: No.
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Chairman Mao; Your business was done well. You've been flying
everywhere. Are you a swallow or a pigeon? (Laughter) And the
Vietnamese issue can be counted as basically settled.

Dr. Kissinger: That is our feeling. We must now have a transitional

period toward tranquility.
k! Chairman Mao: Yes, that's right.
*i . Dr. Kissinger: The basic issues are settled.

Chairman Mao: We also say in the same situation (gesturing with his
hand) that's what your President said when he was sitting here, that
each side has its own means and acted out of its own necessity. That
resulted in the two countries acting hand-in-hand.

A Fon AT GbOE S L

Dr. Kissinger: Yes, we both face the same danger. We may have to
use different methods sometimes but for the same objectives.

“‘W ’ Chairman Mao: That would be good. So long as the objectives are the
same, we would not harm you noxr would you harm us. And we can work
together to commonly deal with a bastard. (Laughter)

Actually it would be that sometime we want to criticize you for a while
and you want to criticize us for a while. That, your President said,
is the ideological influence. You say, away with you Communists. We
say, away with you jmperialists. Sometimes we say things like that.

. It would not do not to do that. :

: . Dr. Kissinger: I think both of us must be true to our principles. And
in fact it would confuse the situation if we spoke the same language. I
have told the Prime Minister that in Europe you, because of your princi-
ples, can speak more firmly than we can, strangely enough.

Chairman Mao: As for you, in Europe and Japan, we-hope that you will
cooperate with each other. As for some things it is alright to quarrel
and bicker about, but fundamental cooperation is needed.

TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE
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Dr. Kissinger: As between you and us, even if we sometimes criticize
each other, we will coordinate our actions with you, and we would never
participate in a policy to isolate you. As for Japan and Europe, we
agree that we should cooperate on all essential matters with them.

Jiurope has very weak leadership right now.

Chairman Mao: They don't unite with each other.

Dr. Kissinger: They don't unite, and they don't take farsighted viewé.
When they are confronted with a danger they hope it will go away without
effort.

a
%
1

Prime Minister Chou: I told Dr. Kissinger you [the U.S.] should still
i : help Pompidou.

SRR con el

- " Chairman Mao: Yes indeed.

T Dr. Kissinger: .We are doing our utmost, and we will do more.

H '\l‘,':, ,’l

Chairman Mao: (Gesturing with his hands) Now Mr. Pompidou is being
threatened. It is the Socialist Party and the Communist Party putting
their strength against him.

Drx. Kis‘singer: Yes, and they have united.

Chairman Mao: (Pointing at Dr. Kissinger) They are uniting and the
Soviet Union wants the Communist Party to get into office. I don't like
_their Communist party, just like I don't like your Communist party.

" I like you, but not your Communist party. {Laughter)

In the West you always historically had a policy, for example, in both
World Wars you always began by pushing Germany to fight against
Russia. -

i Dr. Kissinger: But it is not our policy to push Russia to fight against
China, because the danger to us of a war in China is as great as a war
in Europe. '
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Chairman Mao: {Before Dr. Kissinger's remarks are translated, he
makes remarks in Chinese and counts on his fingers. Miss Tang then
translates Dr. Kissinger's remarks and after that Chairman Mao's
remarks. )

What I wanted to say is whether or not you are now pushing West Ger-
many to make peace with Russia and then push Russia eastward. I
suspect the whole of the West has such an idea, thatis to push Russia
eastward, mainly against us and also Japan. Also probably towards’
you, in the Pacific Ocean and the Indian Ocean.

Dr. Kissinger: We did not favor this policy. We preferred the German
opposition party which did not pursue this policy. (Chairman Mao,
smoking a cigar, offers cigars-to Dr. Kissinger and Mr. Lord who
decline. )

P R

Chairman Mao: Yes, that's our feeling. We are also in favor of the
oppositon party in Germany. ‘

Dr. Kissinger: They conducted themselves very stupidly.

Chairman Mao: Yes, they were defeated. The whole of Europe is think-
ing only of peace. '

Prime Minister Chou: The illusions of peace created by their leaders.

Dr. Kissinger: Yes, but we will do our best to strengthen European
. defenses and keep our armies in Europe. '

Chairman Mao: That would be very good.

Dr. Kissinger: We have no plan for any large reduction of our forces
- in Europe for the next four years (Chairman Mao turns to Prime Minister
Chou).

Prime Minister Chou: In talking about reducing your troops, you mean
only at the most 10 to 15 percent. :

» TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE
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Dr. Kissinger: That is exactly correct.

Chairman Mao: What is the number of American troops in Europe?
They are probably mostly rocket units.

: Prime Minister Chou: There are between 300-350, 000 including the
i Mediterranean.

] ) Chairman Mao: That probably does not include the Navy.

Dr. Kissinger: It does not in,ciude the Navy. There are about 275, 000
in Central Europe. That does not include the Sixth Fleet in the Mediter-

rean.

Chairman Mao: And your troop deployment to Asia and the Pacific
Ocoan is too scattered. You have them in Korea. Iheard the number

is about 300, 000, '

b Dr. Kissinger: About 40, 000.

Chairman Mao: And from 8 to 9, 000 with Chiang Kai-shek.

Prime Minister Chou: In Taiwan.

Chairman Mao: Then it is said that there are two groups in Japan,

40, 000 in Okinawa and 20 to 30, 000 in Japan proper. 1 don't know how
maeny there are in the Philippines. Now you have remaining in Vietnam
-a bit over 10, 000. : )

e v e = b % Se

Dr. Kissinger: But they will all be withdrawn.

Chairman Mao: Yes, and 1 heard that you have 40, 000 in Thailand.

o Dr. Kissinger: Thatis correct. But all the units the Chairman
mentioned are mostly air force units and therefore they probably
cannot be measured by the number of personnel. :

Chairman Mao: You also have ground forces, for instance, in South

Korea.
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Dr. Kissinger: In South Korea we have ground forces.

Chairman Mao: That was all begun by Truman and Acheson. So this
time you held 2 memorial service for Truman and we didn't go. (Laugh-

ter)

Dr. Kissinger; When you have a liaison office in Washington it will be
mote possible in the future.

Primé Minist.er Chou: You've held all these memorial services, both
for Truman and Johnson {Chairman Mao and Prime Minister Chou

laugh).

It seems to me that your voice is hoarse today. You should have a day's
rest tomorrow., Why do you want to continue to talk so much?

Dr. Kissinger: Because it is very important that you and we understand
what we are going to do and to coordinate our actions, and therefore we
always tell the Prime Minister what our plans are in various areas of

the world so that you can understand the individual moves when they are

made.

Chairman Mao: Yes. When you pass through Japan, you should perhaps
talk & bit more with them. You only talked with them for one day and

that isn't very good for their face.

Dr. Kissinger; Mr. Chairman, we wanted this trip's emphasis to be
_on the talks in Peking, and I will také a separate trip to Tokyo.

Chairman Mao: Good. And also make clear to them.

You know the Japanese feelings towards the Soviet Union are not so very
good. -

e

Dr. Kissinger: They are very ambivalent.

Chairman Mao: (Gesturing with his hand) In a word, during the Second
World War, Prime Minister Tanaka told our Premier, what the Soviet
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Union did was that upon seeing a person about to hang himself, they
immediately took the chair from under his feet.

Dr. Kissinger: Yes.

Chairman Mao: It could be said that they didn't fire a single shot and
yet they were able to grab so many places (Prime Minister Chou
chuckles). They grabbed the People's Republic of Mongolia.” They.
grabbed half of Sinkiang. It was called a sphere of influence. And Man-
chuko, on the northeast, was also called their sphere of influence.

Dr. Kissinger: And they took all the industry out of it.

Chairman Mao: Yes. And they grabbed also the islands of Sakhalin and

the Kuriles Island. (Chairman Mao and Prime Minister Chou discuss

among themselves.) Sakhalin is the southern part of the Kuriles Island.
"1 will look it up in the dictionary to see what its Chinese translation is.

Dr. Kissinger: The Japanese are tempted by the economic possibilities
in Russia. ~

Chairman Mao:(Nodding yes) They want to grab something there.

Dr. Kissinger: But we will encourage closer ties between Japan and
ourselves, and also we welcome their relationship with the People's
Republic.

Chairman Mao: We also believe that rather than Japan having closer
‘relations with the Soviet Union, we would rather that they would better
their relations with you. That would be better. '

Dr. Kissinger: It would be very dangerous if Japan and the Soviet Union
formed closer political relations.

-

Chairman Mao: That doesn't seem. likely.

Prime Minister Chou: The prospects are not too good.

Chairman Mao: We can also do some work there.
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Dr. Kissinger: The Soviet Union has made overtures but the Japanese
have not responded. They have invited Ohira to go to Moscow.

Prime Minister Chou: Yes, this year, the second half.

Dr, Kissinger: This year.

Prime Minister Chou: And it seems on this question that Ohira has a
clearer idea of the Soviet Union than others. DBut there are some not
80 clear in their understanding as their Foreign Ministex.

9

B
1
*
bt
%
3
H
H
1

Dr. Kissinger: That is correct.

Prime Minister Chou: That is also the bureaucracy as you term it.

Dr. Kissinger: We are prepared to exchange information with you on
these matters.

’

Prime Minister Chou; {To Chairman Mao) We have decided besides
\((.E’J establishing a liaison office in each capital to maintain the contact
; between Huang Hua and the White House.

?

Chairman Mao: (To Prime Minister Chou) Where is the stresst

- Prime Minister Chou: The liaison office will handle the general public
exchanges. For confidential and urgent matters not covered by the
liaison office we will use the channel of Ambassador Huang Hua.

‘Chairman Mao: Huang Hua has met an ill fate (Prime Minister Chou
laughs). He was doing very well in your place and immediately upon
his return to Shanghai, he twisted his back.

B Dr. Kissinger: We will find a doctor for him when he returns.

Chairman Mao: Yes. (Prime Minister Chou laughs). He seemed more
safe in your place. Immediately upon his return to Shanghai he collapsed.

From the atmosphere with which your President received our acrobatic
troupe, I thought that the Vietnamese issue was going to be settled.
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There were some rumors that said that you were about to collapse
(laughter). And the women folk seated here were all dissatisfied with -
that (laughter, especially pronounced among the women). They said

if the Doctor is going to collapse, we would be out of work.

Dr. Kissinger: Not only in China. "

Chajrman Mao: Yes, and the whole line would collapse like dominos.

Dr. Kissinger: Those were just journalists' speculation.

Chairman Mao: Only speculation?

Dr. Kissinger; Only speculation.

sy it S s, W

Chairman Mao: No ground whatsoevex?

o Dr. Kissinger: No ground whatscever. In fact the opposite was true.
5\(_& ' We have now been able to place our men into all key positions.

Chairman Mao:(Nodding yes) Your President is now saying that you are
propsoing something as if you were moving the Great Wall from China
to the United States, thatis, trade barriers.

] Dr. Kissinger: What we want to do is lower barriers.

Chairman Mao: To lower them? Then you were doing that just to
’frighten people. You are saying that you are going to raise tariffs and
‘pon-tariff barriers and maybe you do that to intimidate Europe and

Japan.’

Dr. Kissinger: Partly. We are proposing a trade bill which gives both
the power fo raise and lower barriers, in order to get it passed through
Congress. We must create the impression that we might increase bar-
riers. We want executive authority to do it without Congressional approva
but if we ask Congress to reduce barriers they would refuse. (Prime
Minister Chou laughs.) And this'is why we are asking for executive
authority to move in either direction.
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'Chairman Mao: What if they don't give it to you?

Dr. Kigsinger: We think they will give it to us. It will be 2 difficult
battle, but we are quite certain we will win., We are proposing it also
in such general language that we can remove discrimination that still

exists towards the People's Republic.

Chairman Mao: The trade between our two countries at present is very
pitiful. It is gra.dually increasing. You know China is 2 very poor
country. We don't have much. What we have in €xXcess is woIrnen. (Laugh-

ter)

Dr. KissingeX: There are no quotas for those OT tarifis.

Chairman Mao: So if you want them we can give 2 few of those o you,
some tens of thousands.(ljaughter)

Prime Minister Chou: Of course, on @ voluntary basis.

 Chairman Mao: ‘Let them go to your place. They will create disasters.
That way you can lessen our burdens. (Laugh’cer)

Dr. Kissinger: Our interes{ in trade with China is not commercial. It
-is to establish & relationship that is necessary for the political relations

we both have.

Chairman Mao: Yes.

Dr. Kissinger: That is the spirit with which we axe conducting ou¥

discussions.

Chairman Mao: I once had 2 discussion with a foreign friend. (The
jnterpreters hold a discus sion with Chairman Mao. ) 1said that we
should draw 2 horizontal line - the U.S. - Japan - Pakistan - Iran -
(Chairman Mao coughs badly.) - Turkey and Europe.

pDr. Kissinger: We have a very similar conception. vou may have
read in 2 newspaperx that Mr. Helms has been moved to 1ran, and there
was a great deal of speculation how this affected my PO sition. In fact
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we sent Helms to Jjran to take care of Turkey, Iran, Pakistan and the
Persian Gulf, because of his experience in his previous position and
we needed a reliable man in that spot who understands the more com=
r plex matters that are needed to be done. (Chairman Mao lights his
cigar again.) We will give him authority to deal with all of these

1 countries, although this will not be publicly announced.

Chairman Mao: As for such matters we do not understand very much
your affairs in the United States. There are 2 lot of things we don't
know very well. For example, your domestic affairs, we don't under=-
stand them. There are also many things about foreign policy that we
don't understand eitheT. Perhaps in your future four years we might
be able to learn a bit. '

Dr. Kissinger: 1 told the Prime Minister that you have a moxe direct,
"maybe a more heroic mode of action than we do. We have to use
gsometimes more complicated methods because of our domestic situa-
tion. {(Chairman Mao queries about the translation and Miss Tang repeats
4 mode of action.!') But on oul ¢undamental objectives we will act very
decisively and without regard to public opinion. So if a real danger
develops or hegemohial intentions become active, we will certainly
resist them wherever they appear. And as the President said to the

Chairman, in our own interests, not as 2 kindness to anyone else.

it 5 o e A it R 3 2

Chairman.M'g.g_: (Laughing) Those are honest words.

Dr. Kissinger: This is our position.

“Chairman Mao: Do you want our Chinese women? We can give you -
ten million. (Laughter, particularly among the women. )

Dr. Kissinger: The Chairman is improving his offer.

Chairman Mao: By doing so we can let them flood your country with
disaster and therefore impair your jnterests. In our country we have
too many women, and they have 2 way of doing things. They give birth

to children and our children are too many. (Laughter)

TOP SECRET/ SENSITIVE
@ - EXCLUSIVELY BYES oMLY




[

P PRI

gt g o T

. e e o Ao e LR

o b i

fisf =+ v JDEGLASSINEY b
Autofty L2 7z g?m \ |

' BVMARAData/fé 7 o RN
TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE ) ‘

EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY _ 14

Dr. Kissinger; Itis sucha novel proposition, we will have to study it.

Chairman Mao: You can setup a committee to study the issue: That
is how your visit to China is settling the population question. (Laughter)

Dr. Kissinger: We will study utilization and allocation.

Chairman Mao: If we ask them to go I think they would be willing.

Prime Minister Chou: Mot necessarily.

Chairman Mao: That's because of their feudal ideas, big nation chau-
vinism.

Dr. Kissinger: We axe certainly willing to receive them.

Chairman Mao: The Chinese are very alien-excluding.

' J For instance, in your country you can let in so many nationalities, yet-

in China how many foreigners do you see?

Prime Minister Chou: Very few.

"Dr. Kissinger: Very few.

Chajrman Mao: You have about 600, 000 Chinese in the United States.
We probably don't even have 60 Americans here. I would like to study
-the problem. I don't know the reason.

Miss Tang: M, Lord's wife is Chinese.

Chairman Mao: Oh?

Mr. Lord: Yes.

Chairman Mao: 1 studied the problem. 1 don't know why the Chinese
never like foreigners. There areno Indians perhaps. As for the
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Japanese, they are not very numerous either; compared to others
there are quite a few and some are married and settled down.

Dr. Kissinger: Of course, your experience with foreigners has not
bheen all that fortunate.

Chairman Mao: Yes, perhaps that is some reason for that.

Yes, in the past hundred years, mainly the eight powers, and later it
was Japan during the Boxer Revolution. For thirteen years Japan
occupied China, they occupied the major part of China; and in the past
the allied forces, the invading foreigners, not only occupied Chinese
territory, they also asked China for indemnity.

Dr. Kissinger: Yes, and extraterritorial rights.

Chairman Mao: Now in our relations with Japan, we haven't asked
Oy them for indemnity and that would add to the burden of the people. It
g would be difficult to calculate all the indemnity. No accountant would
be able to do it.

And only in this way can we move from hostility to relaxation in relations
between peoples. And it will be more difficult to settle relations of
hostility between the Japanese and Chinese peoples than between us and
you.

Dr. Kissinger: Yes. There is no feeling of hostility of American people
,at all toward the Chinese people. On the contrary. Between us right
now there is only essentially a juridical problem. (Chairman Mao nods
agreement.) Which we will solve in the next years. But there is a
strong community of interest which is operating immediately.

Chairman Mao: Is that so?

Dr. Kissinger: Between China and the U.S.

Chairman Mao: What do you mean by community of interest? On Taiwar
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Dr. Kissinger: In relation to other countries that .rna.y have intentions.

Prime Minister Chou: You mean the Soviet Union?

Dr. Kissinger: I mean the Soviet Union.

e S I

Prime Minister Chou: Miss Shen understood you.

Chairman Mao: (Looking toward Miss Shen.) The Chinese have a good
{7 command of English. (To Prime Minister Chou.) Who is she?

PR

Prime Minister Chou: Miss Shen Jo-yun.

Chairman Mao: Girls. (Prime Minister Chou laughs.) Today I have
been uttering some nonsense for which I will have to beg the pardon of
the women of China.

R

Dr. Kissinpger: It sounded very attractive to the Americans present.
e (Chairman Mao and the girls laugh.)

Chairman Mao: If we are going to establish a liaison office in your
country do you wait Miss Shen or Miss Tang?

ek R i RE e RS

"Dy, Kissinger: We will deal with that through the channel of Huang Hua.
(Laughter) -

Chairman Mao: Our 'mte'rpreters are truly too few.

‘Dr. Kissinger: But they have done a remarkable job, the interpreters
we have met, '

Chairman Mao: The interpreters you have met and our present inter-
preters who are doing most of the work are now in their twenties and
thirties. If they grow too old they don't do interpretation so well.

Prime Minister Chou: We shouid send some abroad.

Chairman Mao: We will'send children at such a height (indicating with
his hands), not tooc old.
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Dr. Kissinger: We will be prepared to establish exchange programs
where you can send students to America.

Chairman Mao: And if among 2 hundred persons there are ten who

are successful learning the language well, then that would be a remark-
able success. And if among them a few dozens don't want to come back,
for example, some girls who want to stay in the United States, no
matter. Because you do not exclude foreigners like Chinese. In the
past the Chinese went abroad and they didn't want to learn the local
language. (Loooking toward Miss Tang) Her grandparents refused to
learn English. They are so obstinate. You know Chinese are Very
obstinate and conservative. Many of the older generation overseas
Chinese don't speak the local language. bBut they are getting better, the
younger generation. '

Dr. Kissinger: In America, all, or the vast majority, speak English.

, © Prime Minister Chou:” That is the younger people.’ The first generation
k&; ones don't learn the local language. There was an old overseas Chinese
who came back to China after living abroad. She was old and died in
Peking in the 1950s when she was in her nineties. She was a member
of our People's Government, She didn't speak 2 word of English. She

was Cantonese, extremely conservative.

Dr, Kissinger: Chinese culture is s0 particular that it is difficult to
agsimilate other cultures. ' "

: Chairman Mao: Chinese language is not bad, but the Chinese character
” are not good.

Prime Minister Chou: They are very difficult to learn.

Chairman Mao: And there are many contradictions between the oral
and written language because the oral language is monosyllabic while:-
the written language develops from symbols., We do not use the
alphabet.

| - Dr. Kissinger: There are some attempts to use an alphabet I am told.
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Prime Minister Chou: First we must standardize the oral language.

Chairman Mao:{Gestures with his hand and points to his books.) But
if the Soviet Union would throw its bombs and kill all those over 30
who are Chinese, that would solve the problem for us. Because the
old people like me can't learn Chinese. We read Chinese. The
majority of my boocks are Chinese. There are very few dictionaries
over there. All the other books are in Chinese.

Dr. Kissinger: Is the Chairman learning English now?

Chairman Mao: I have heard that 1 am studying it. Those are rUmMors
on the outside. I don't heed them. They are false. 1know a few Eng~
lish letters. 1don't know.the grammat.

Miss Tang: The Chairman invented an English word.
Chairman Mao: Yes, I jnvented the English term "paper tiger. 1"

Dr. Kissinger: '"Paper tiger. "' Yes, that was all about us. (Laughter)

Chairman Mao: But you are a German from Germany. But your Ger-
many now has met with an ill fate, because in two wars it has been
defeated.

Dr. Kissinger: It attempted too much, beyond its abilities .and resources

Chajrman Mao: Yes, and it also scattered its forces in walr. For
example, in its attack against the Soviet Union. If it is going to attack,
it should attack in one place, but they separated their troops into three
youtes. It began in June but then by the winter they couldn't stand it
because it was too cold. What is the reason for the Europeans fear of
the cold? n - . .

Al

Dr. Kissinger; The Germans were not prepared for a long wax.
Actually they did not mobilize their whole forces until 1943, lagree
with the Chairman that if they had concentrated on one {ront they would
almost certainly have won. They were only ten kilometers from Moscos
even by dispersing their forces. (Chairman Mao relights his cigar.)

TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE
EXCLUSIVELY YRS ONLY

rie rERTEE R




A Aol 7795
st Autiofity A2 ‘
ay S/l TirA 0at/ /7

TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY ) 19

"\ +f NEPHODUGED AT THE NATIGNAL Ay ———mesemy = 1) G ADDIFI G ‘l

Chairman Mao: They shouldn't have attacked Moscow or Kiev.
They should have taken Lieningrad as a first step. Another error
in policy was they didn't cross the sea after Dunkirk, .

Dr, Kissinger: After Dunkirk.

L Chajrman Mao: They were entirely unprepared.

Dr. Kissinger: And Hitler was a romantic. He had a strange liking
for England. )

Chairman Mao: Oh? Then why didn't they go there? Because the
British at that tine were completely without troops.

Dr. Kissinger: If they were able to cross the channel into Britain . . .
I think they had only one division in all of England. ‘

\Lﬁ Prime Minister Chou: Is that so?

Dr. Kissinger: Yes.

——

Prime Minister Chou: Also Sir Anthony Eden told us in Germany at that
time that a Minister in the Army of Churchill's Government said at that -
time if Hilter had crossed the channel they would have had no forces.
They had withdrawn all their forces back. When they were preparing

for the German crossing, Churchill had no arms. He could only organize
peolice to defend the coast, If they crossed they would not be able to
.defend. )

Dr. Kissinger: It also shows what a coﬁrageous man can do because
Churchill created by his personality much more strength than they
possessed,

-

Chairman Mao: Actually by that time they couldn't hold.

Prime Mijnister Chou: So Hilter carried some romantic feelings about
Britain?
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Dr. Kisginger: I think he was a maniac, but he did have some feelings
about Britain, '

Chairman Mao: I believe Hitler was from the Rhine area?

Dr., Kisginpger: Austria.

Prime Minister Chou; He was a solder in the First World War.

Dr. Kissinger: He was in the Germany Army, but he was a native of
Austria.

Prime Minister Chou: From the Danube,

Dr. Kissinger: He conducted strategy artistically rather than strate-
gically. He did it by intuition. He had no overall plan,

Chairman Mao: - Then why did the German troops heed him so much?

Dx. Kissinger: Probably because the Germans are somewhat romantic
people and because he must have had a very strong personality,

Chairman Mao: Mainly because during the First World War the Ger-
man nation was humiliated.

Dy, Kissinger: Yes, that was a very important factor.

.Chairman Mao: If there are Russians going to attack China, I can tell
" you today that our way of conducting a war will be guerrilla war and
protracted war. We will let them po wherever they want. (Prime
Minister Chou laughs.) They want to come to the Yellow River tribu-
taries. That would be good, very good. (Laughter.) And if they go
further to the Yangtse River tributaries, that would not be bad either.

Dr. Kissinger: But if they use bomibs and do not send armies? (Laughter)

Chairman Mao: What should we do? Perhaps you can organize a com-
mittee to study the problem. We'll let them beat us up and they will
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lose any resources. They say they are socialists. We are also
socialists and that will be socialists attacking socialists.
. Dr. Kissinger; If they attack China, we would certainly oppose them
for our own reasons,
,; N Chairman Mao: But your people are not awakened, and Europe and you
L would think that it would be a fine thing if it were that the ill water
i would flow toward China.
; . Dr. Kissinger: What Europe thinks I am not able to judge. They cannot
i do anything anyway, They are basically irrelevant. (In the midst of

this Chairman Mao asts Dr. Kissinger and Mr. Lord with tea.) What
wé think is that if the Soviet Union overruns China, this would dislocate
the security of all other countries and will lead to our own isolation.

Chairman Mao: (Laughing) How will that happen? How would that be?

PR Y.
-
-~ .

(ﬂ Because since in being bogged down in Vietnam you met so many
difficulties, do you think they would feel good if they were bogged down
in China?

i Dir, Kissinger: The Soviet Union?

Migs Tang: The Soviet Union.

Chairman Mao: And then you can let them get bogged down in China,

.for half a year, or one, or two, or three, or four years. And then

“you can poke your finger at the Soviet back. And your slogan then will
be for peace, that is you must bring down Socialist imperialism for the
sake of peace. And perhaps you can begin to help them in doing business,
saying whatever you need we will help against China.

Dr. Kissinger: Mr. Chairman, it is really very important that we
understand each other's motives. We will never knowingly cooperate
in an attack on China,
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Chairman Mao: (Interrupting) No, that's not so. Your aim in doing

that would be to bring the Soviet Union down.
Dr, Kissinger: That's a very dangerous thing. (Laughter)

i Chairman Mao: (Using both hands for gestures) The goal of the Soviet
§ . Union is to occupy both Europe and Asia, the two continents.

i

¢

i

Dr. Kissinger: We want to discourage a-Soviet attack, not defeat it.
We want to prevent it. (Prime Minister Chou loocks at his watch. )

me At yham e G

Chairman Mao: As for things, matters, in the world, it is hard to say.
y ~ We would rather think about things this way. We think this way the
world would be better. ' ‘

Dr. Kissinger: Which way?

o Chairman Mao: That is that they would attack China and be defeated.
i'x We must think of the worst eventuality,

Dr. Kissinger; That is your necessity. (Prime Minister Chou laughs.)

Chairman Mag: We have so many women in our éountry that don't know
how to fight. :

Miss Tang: Not necessarily. There are women's detachments,

" Chairman Mao: They are only on stage., In reality if there is a fight
* you would flee very quickly and run into inderground shelters.

Miss Wong: If the minutes of this talk were made public, it would incur
the public wrath on behalf of half the population.

| Chairman Mao: That is half of the population of China.

Prime Minister Chou: First of all, it wouldn't pass the Foreign Ministry.
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Chairman Mao: We can call this 2 secret meeting: (Chinese laughter) |
Should our meeting today be public, or kept secret? '

Dr. Kissinger: It's up to you. I am prepared to make it public if you
wish,

Chairman Mao: What isg your idea? Is it better to have it public or
secret?

Dr. Kissinger: I think it is probably better to make it public.

Chairman Mao: Then the words we say about women today shall be made
nonexistent. (Laughter)

Dr. Kissinger: We will remove them from the record. (Laughter) We
will start studying this proposal when I get back,

Chairman Mao: .You know, the Chinese have a scheme to harm the .
United States, that is, to send ten million women to the United States
and impair its interests by increasing its population, |

Dr. Kissinger: The Chairman has fixed the idea $0 much in my mind
_that I'll certainly use it at my next press conference. (Laughter)

Chairman Mao: That would be all right with me. I'm not afraid of
anything, Anyway, God has sent me an invitation.

Dr. Kissinger: I really find the Chairman in better health this year
"than last year, ' :

Chairman Mao: Yes, I am better than last year.,
[The photographers entered the room, ]
They are attacking us, (The Chairman then gets up without assistance

to say goodbye to the Americans, )
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Please give my warm regards to President Nixon. Also to Mrs, Nixon.
I was not able to meet her and Secretary Rogers. I must apologize.

Dr. Kissinger: I will certainly do that.

Prime Minister Chou; We will send you a press release in one hour.

{Chairman Mao escorts Dr. Kissinger into the outer room where he
says goodbye to Dr. Kissinger and Mr. Lord, Prime Minister Chou
then escorts Dr., Kissinger to his waiting car. )
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