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The Fist of the Marxist-Leninist Communists Must Also Smash Left 

Adventurism, the Offspring of Modern Revisionism 

From a conversation with two leaders of the Communist Party (Marxist-Leninist) of Ecuador 

October 21, 1968  

We are very glad to meet you comrades from Ecuador. Of course, we would like to have more 

frequent and longer talks with you, because the struggle of the Communist Party (Marxist-

Leninist) of Ecuador, as well as of all the Marxist-Leninist parties of Latin America, has great 

importance for the revolution. We consider your struggle as a great assistance to the world 

revolution and to our Party which always feels the need to learn and profit from the experience 

of fraternal parties.  

Marxism-Leninism, our universal doctrine, applied in the conditions of each country, is enriched 

with the new experience of all the revolutionary parties. The experience of each Marxist-Leninist 

party gained in the course of its work and struggle against the common enemies, imperialism and 

revisionism, helps the other parties at the same time. Without this experience we would be 

limping along.  

You comrades, with your revolutionary activity and struggle on the continent of Latin America, 

with a large population and with wonderful ardent people, are in permanent insurrection, in 

revolution, in the full meaning of the term. At the head of the peoples of this continent today 

there are fraternal Marxist-Leninist parties. Their realistic Marxist-Leninist understanding of the 

situation of your continent fills the true Marxist-Leninist parties of Europe, Asia and Africa with 

boundless enthusiasm and inspiration and helps all of us to carry the revolutionary actions of 

every country through to the end on a national, continental or international scale against our 

common enemies: the imperialists, with the US imperialists at the head, the modern revisionists, 

with the Soviet revisionists at the head, and reactionaries of every hue.  

The Party of Labour of Albania, the Albanian communists feel very greatly the need for contacts 

in order to exchange experience with all the fraternal parties, because close co-operation 

strengthens us reciprocally. Although we are very far apart geographically, in our minds and our 

hearts we are very close to each other, and the “distance” factor does not constitute an 

insurmountable difficulty today.  

As you may have seen for yourselves during your visits, many changes have been made in our 

country since the triumph of the revolution. This is due to the correct Marxist-Leninist line of the 

Party and the revolutionary spirit of our people. In order to form a more precise idea of Albania's 

state in the past, as the Marxist-Leninists you are, you must compare it with one of the most 

poverty-stricken, most backward and oppressed regions of present-day Ecuador. Just like your 

country today, before Liberation Albania suffered greatly under savage feudal oppression. We 
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had no schools. The people were in want of food, clothing, and every vital necessity. Most of the 

plains you have seen were swamps and marshes before Liberation. Malaria, tuberculosis and 

many other diseases took a heavy toll of the population, especially of children. But as a result of 

the people's revolution which our Party led, transformations have been carried out on such a vast 

scale and so rapidly that without boasting we can describe them as colossal by our Albanian 

standards.  

However, as Marxists, taking a realistic view of the situation, we are fully aware that, along with 

the very great successes that have been achieved, we also have weaknesses and a great deal more 

remains to be done in the future, in the first place, to raise the level of the working masses still 

higher, especially their political and ideological level, as well as their economic level; we must 

work hard to make our country even stronger militarily, to raise the educational and cultural level 

of our people still higher, and all this only on the revolutionary Marxist-Leninist road.  

Our Party is working in these directions. We can say that now we have created a sounder, more 

powerful base, but the main thing is that everything we have done, everything we have created, 

we have achieved in unrelenting struggle against the difficulties of growth, encircled by rabid 

enemies, in such conditions that the independence, freedom and sovereignty of our Homeland 

and socialism were in danger at every moment. We have created these things through struggle to 

defend and strengthen the Marxist-Leninist unity of the Party and the people, which is a special 

target for enemy attacks. We have worked ceaselessly to temper this unity. Our strength lies in 

the ever greater steeling of the party-people unity. This is of vital importance, because the 

dangers of intervention by means of armed force and every other possible means against our 

country have been and remain great and unrelenting, both from the imperialists and from the 

Titoite renegades and the Soviet revisionist militarists who, as the occupation of Czechoslovakia 

showed, excuse any action of theirs with the interest they allegedly have in the consolidation of 

“fraternal” states.  

In the present revolutionary situations, the Marxist-Leninist parties throughout the world must 

fight continuously to strengthen their ranks and their Marxist-Leninist unity, to link themselves 

closely with the masses of the people and with one another, because the communist and workers' 

movement throughout the world is one of the fundamental factors frustrating the plans concocted 

against the peoples by both the Soviet revisionists and the US imperialists, who from day to day 

are strengthening their fascist dictatorships in order to dominate the world. These Marxist-

Leninist parties must increase their vigilance, too.  

At all times, but especially in the situations we are living through, our country consistently has 

enhanced and will enhance its unity and vigilance. To this end, as always, we have taken 

ideological, political, economic and military measures. All our people are armed in the full 

meaning of the word. Every Albanian, city-dweller or villager, has his weapon at home. Our 

army itself, the army of a soldier people, is ready at any moment to strike at any enemy or 

coalition of enemies. The youth, too, have risen to their feet. Combat readiness does not in any 



3 

way interfere with our work of socialist construction. On the contrary, it has given a greater 

boost to the development of the economy and culture in our country.  

At these moments the Soviet and Yugoslav revisionists, the Greek and Italian fascists know full 

well that if they dare to embark on any adventure against Albania, they will never succeed, but 

will be dealt mortal blows instead. This we have made clear to everybody at all times. Thus, in 

general, the situation in our country is sound, secure and with brilliant prospects. However, we 

must not rest on our laurels on this account, but must work more and more every day.  

It is clear to all that a militarist fascist dictatorship exists in the Soviet Union today. But, as is 

known, where there is oppression there is also movement, therefore, both in the Soviet Union 

and in the satellite countries, there is revolutionary movement that is steadily mounting. Great 

pressure is being exerted on the Soviet Union today by imperialism, too. On the one hand, 

imperialism aims to defeat it as a rival imperialist power, and on the other hand, to prevent the 

emergence of revolutionary movements at all costs, or to put them down immediately if they do 

emerge, not only in the Soviet Union but also in its satellite countries.  

For its part, the Soviet Union is trying to attain two objectives: first, to crush any revolutionary 

movement which might arise, and second, unable as it is to defeat the United States as a rival 

imperialist power, it is striving to retain its positions and to ensure that together with US 

imperialism each of them will rule in the areas which fall within its sphere of influence.  

We are very glad to learn that the Communist Party (Marxist-Leninist) of Ecuador is making 

progress. The comrades whom you have met immediately informed me about the talks you held 

and the experience you exchanged. We hold special meetings to keep the Political Bureau of the 

CC continually informed about the very useful and fruitful exchanges between our Party and 

other fraternal parties. We are very happy that your Party is ceaselessly tempering itself and 

advancing on the Marxist-Leninist road. Likewise, we are in complete agreement with the views 

of your Party and are convinced that the road you are following is the right one. There is no 

doubt that you know better than anybody else the problems that concern you and the most correct 

way to solve them, always basing yourselves on our ideology, Marxism-Leninism.  

Only your Party is in a position to work out your tactics properly, based, of course, on the 

Marxist-Leninist strategy, because, as the heart of the proletariat and people of Ecuador, it knows 

better than anyone else the situation in the country and the legitimate aspirations of your people. 

For this reason, as long as your Party has a correct strategy based on the Marxist-Leninist theory 

and the real practice of the country, the tactics it works out will be correct and revolutionary, too. 

During our National Liberation War we, too, employed varied tactics, just as you are doing.  

Our parties should try to learn and profit from one another. But every party must bear in mind 

that some things from the experience of other parties are suitable only in the conditions of their 

respective countries, and many of them may not be suitable in the conditions of other countries. 

They must elaborate and adopt the experience of other parties when they find they need it and it 
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suits their concrete conditions, otherwise they fall into stereotypism. As for our experience, we 

cannot tell you whether or not many of our tactics are appropriate for you. It is up to you to study 

it and choose what you want from it, but we think that you should bear in mind that Marxism-

Leninism, the general laws of the proletarian revolution provide the compass which prevents us 

from erring on this question. Only these laws guard a genuine Marxist-Leninist party against 

mistakes.  

We are clear about these laws and try to acquaint ourselves with them more and more each day, 

and that is why we have never slid into revisionism, or into Trotskyism, left adventurism, or 

other anti-Marxist trends.  

With these theories, with the dangers and damage they cause, you are better acquainted than we. 

For instance, Che Guevara was killed. Such a thing is liable to happen, because a revolutionary 

may get killed. Che Guevara, however, was a victim of his own non-Marxist-Leninist views.  

Who was Che Guevara? When we speak of Che Guevara we also mean somebody else who 

poses as a Marxist, in comparison to whom, in our opinion, Che Guevara was a man of fewer 

words. He was a rebel, a revolutionary, but not a Marxist-Leninist as they try to present him. I 

may be mistaken – you Latin-Americans are better acquainted with Che Guevara, but I think that 

he was a leftist fighter. His is a bourgeois and petty-bourgeois leftism, combined with some ideas 

that were progressive, but also anarchist which, in the final analysis, lead to adventurism.  

The views of Che Guevara and anyone else who poses as a Marxist and claims “paternity” of 

these ideas have never been or had anything to do with Marxism-Leninism. Che Guevara also 

had some “éclaircies”
1
 in his adoption of certain Marxist-Leninist principles, but still they had 

not become his philosophical world-outlook which could impel him to genuinely revolutionary 

actions.  

We cannot say that Che Guevara and his comrades were cowards. No. by no means! On the 

contrary, they were brave people. There are also bourgeois who are brave men. But the only truly 

great heroes and really brave proletarian revolutionaries are those who proceed from the Marxist-

Leninist philosophical principles and put all their physical and mental energies at the service of 

the world proletariat and the liberation of the peoples from the yoke of the imperialists, feudal 

lords and others.  

We have defended the Cuban revolution because it was against US imperialism. As Marxist-

Leninists let us study it a bit and the ideas which guided it in this struggle. The Cuban revolution 

did not begin on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and was not carried out on the basis of the laws 

of the proletarian revolution of a Marxist-Leninist party. After the liberation of the country, 

Castro did not set out on the Marxist-Leninist course, either, but on the contrary, continued on 

the course of his liberal ideas. It is a fact, which nobody can deny, that the participants in this 

                                                 
1
 glimmerings of clarity (French in the original). 
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revolution took up arms and went to the mountains, but it is an undeniable fact also that they did 

not fight as Marxist-Leninists. They were liberation fighters against the Batista clique and 

triumphed over it precisely because that clique was a weak link of capitalism. Batista was an 

obedient flunkey of imperialism, who rode roughshod over the Cuban people. The Cuban people, 

however, fought and triumphed over this clique and over American imperialism at the same 

time...  

In our opinion, the theory that the revolution is carried out by a few “heroes” constitutes a danger 

to Marxism-Leninism, especially in the Latin-American countries. Your South-American 

continent has great revolutionary traditions, but, as we said above, it also has some other 

traditions which may seem revolutionary but which, in fact, are not genuinely on the road of the 

revolution. Any putsch carried out there is called a revolution! But a putsch can never be a 

revolution, because one overthrown clique is replaced by another, in a word, things remain as 

they were. In addition to all the nuclei of anti-Marxist trends which still exist in the ranks of the 

old parties that have placed themselves in the service of the counter-revolution, there is now 

another trend which we call left adventurism.  

This trend, and that other offspring of the bourgeoisie, modern revisionism, constitute great 

dangers to the peoples, including those of the Latin-American countries. Carefully disguised, 

modern revisionism is a great deceiver of the peoples and revolutionaries. In different countries 

it puts on different disguises. In Latin America, Castroism, disguised as Marxism-Leninism, is 

leading people, even revolutionaries, into left adventurism. This trend appears to be in 

contradiction with modern revisionism. Those who are ideologically immature think thus, but it 

is not so. The Castroites are not opposed to the modern revisionists. On the contrary, they are in 

their service. The separate courses each of them follows lead them to the same point.  

The question is that wherever the Soviet revisionists fail to prevent the masses of the working 

class and the people from carrying out the revolution, this trend steps in and, by means of a 

putsch, destroys what the revisionists are unable to destroy by means of evolution. The Soviet 

revisionists and all the traitor cliques which lead the revisionist parties preach evolution, 

coexistence and all those other anti-Marxist theories we know. From the terms it employs, left 

adventurism seems more revolutionary, because it advocates armed struggle! But what does it 

mean by armed struggle? Clearly – putsches. Marxism-Leninism teaches us that only by 

proceeding with prudent and sure steps, only by basing ourselves firmly on the principles of the 

Marxist-Leninist doctrine, only by making the masses conscious can victory be ensured in the 

preparation and launching of the armed uprising, and only in this way will we never fall into 

adventurism.  

The authors of the theory that the “starter motor” sets the “big motor” in motion pose as if they 

are for the armed struggle, but in fact they are opposed to it and work to discredit it. The example 

and tragic end of Che Guevara, the following and propagation of this theory also by other self-

styled Marxists, who are opposed to the great struggles by the masses of the people, are publicly 
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known facts which refute their claims: We must guard against the people lest they betray us, lest 

they hand us over to the police; we must set up “wild”, isolated detachments, so that the enemy 

does not get wind of them and does not retaliate with terror against the population! They 

publicize these and many other confusing theories, which you know only too well. What sort of 

Marxism-Leninism is this which advocates attacking the enemy, fighting it with these “wild” 

detachments, etc. without having a Marxist-Leninist party to lead the fight? There is nothing 

Marxist-Leninist about it. Such anti-Marxist and anti-Leninist theories can bring nothing but 

defeat for Marxism-Leninism and the revolution, as Che Guevara's undertaking in Bolivia did.  

This trend brings the theses of the armed uprising into disrepute. What great damage it causes the 

revolution! With the killing of Guevara, the masses of common people, contaminated by the 

influences of these anarchist views, will think: “Now there is no one else to lead us, to liberate 

us!” Or perhaps a group of people with another Guevara will be set up again and take to the 

mountains to make the “revolution”, and the masses, who expect a great deal from these 

individuals and are burning to fight the bourgeoisie, may be deceived into following them. And 

what will happen? Something that is clear to us. Since these people are not the vanguard of the 

working class, since they are not guided by the enlightening principles of Marxism-Leninism, 

they will encounter misunderstanding among the broad masses and sooner or later they will fail, 

but at the same time the genuine struggle will be discredited, because the masses will regard the 

armed struggle with distrust. We must prepare the masses politically and ideologically, and 

convince them through their own practical experience. That is why we say that this inhibiting, 

reactionary theory about the revolution that is being spread in Latin America is the offspring of 

modern revisionism and must be unmasked by the Marxist-Leninists.  

Certain leaders of some Latin-American state put in the odd word in a veiled “opposition” to the 

Soviet Union, but we cannot infer from this that they are really opposed to it. These words are 

only pressure and blackmail for the purpose of gaining some advantage, on the one hand, and of 

deceiving the naive, on the other. If the advocates of these theories were to stop serving the 

Soviets in their imperialist-revisionist expansion, the latter would cut off all aid to them. We 

know the Soviets only too well. However, this will not occur, because they serve the Soviets 

admirably. That is why the Soviet revisionists continue to give them aid and keep them alive.  

It is the duty of all the Marxist-Leninists to expose this anti-Marxist trend, the advocates of 

which style themselves Marxist-Leninists and use Marxist terminology only as a disguise 

without which they would be lost. We must tear this disguise from them and this can be done 

only through organized struggle on the Marxist-Leninist course, as you comrades from Ecuador 

and others are doing.  

We were very pleased over the way you have gone about strengthening the Party and the correct 

views you hold on the armed struggle. If we Marxists do not thoroughly understand that the party 

must be strong as steel and that this can be brought about only on the Marxist-Leninist road, we 

can achieve no victory. Our people fought in the past, too, just like your people, but did not win. 
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Very good and able individuals have emerged from the bosom of our people, persons with clear 

illuminist views and great revolutionary determination, who fought with rifle and pen against the 

Turks, and later, against other invaders. But they shed their blood and toiled in vain. The 

bourgeoisie and the feudal lords exploited the victories of the people and these outstanding 

individuals to foster their own interests, while the people remained as oppressed as before. This 

came about because there was not even a progressive party, let alone a Marxist-Leninist party, to 

lead our people forward. Only after the founding of the Communist Party were the Albanian 

people able to realize their age-old aspirations; it was only under its leadership that their sweat 

and blood were not shed in vain. Hence, it is the leadership by the Marxist-Leninist party which 

ensures the victory of the peoples, and not the actions of a guerrilla “centre”, as some people 

preach.  

We rejoice that you comrades of the Communist Party of Ecuador have purged your Party of 

elements alien to a genuine Marxist-Leninist party. We are very pleased to see that you are clear 

about how the party should be strengthened and expanded, with what class elements its ranks 

should be filled, how it should be extended to the countryside, and in the first place, how it 

should implant itself more deeply in the ranks of the working class. People are not born 

communists, but they are born pure, and during their life and in the course of the daily struggle 

they learn, are educated and become communists who will sacrifice even their lives for their 

ideals. It is very good that you have opened courses and schools for Marxist-Leninist education. 

This is what we did, too, during the National Liberation War. The learning and assimilation of 

Marxism-Leninism are essential for and the salvation of every communist and every Marxist-

Leninist party.  

Even today, this is the course we follow. We have put lessons, work in production, and physical 

and military training for the defence of the Homeland in the centre of our activity for the 

education of the youth...  

We assure you, dear comrades, that our Party, closely united with the people, has striven and will 

strive with might and main and with the greatest loyalty to defend the purity of Marxism-

Leninism, and will work tirelessly to strengthen proletarian internationalism. The Party will do 

everything to ensure that its efforts and the efforts of the people are understood and to create 

conditions, not only for the consolidation of our socialist Homeland, but also for the 

strengthening of the bonds of friendship with all the fraternal Marxist-Leninist parties, so that 

our Party, too, makes its modest contribution, devoting all its energies, to our common cause, the 

triumph of the proletarian revolution.  

We are very moved by the high appraisal you make of the modest work of our Party. As Marxist-

Leninists, we understand very well everything you, dear comrades, said about our Party and its 

experience. We thank you for all these things and tell you that they are a great encouragement to 

us, because we know they come from the clear and realistic judgement of Marxist-Leninist 

comrades. Of course, as Marxist-Leninists, we assure you that this does not make us conceited. 
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On the contrary, it increases our sense of responsibility to make ourselves worthy of at least one 

per cent of what you say. Therefore, we must fight even harder, must perform our duty even 

more honourably, to ensure that every action of ours not only does not harm the great cause of 

socialism in the world, the cause of world revolution, or even that of an individual Marxist-

Leninist party or group, but, on the contrary, serves as an encouragement and example for 

everybody, so that Marxist-Leninist parties grow in numbers and strength, because, as a saying 

of the Albanian people goes, just one or two flowers do not mean summer. For the socialist 

revolution to triumph everywhere more flowers are and will be needed. This is how we 

understand our internationalist duty.  

For us, too, this meeting with you with remain unforgettable, because you have helped us greatly 

with what you told us about the situation in Latin America. We feel ourselves a hundred times 

stronger when we see that yours is a true Marxist-Leninist Party, with a clear line and 

perspective. There is no doubt that such a party will certainly triumph. You say that your Party is 

small. We tell you that when our Party was founded it had about 200 members. But this did not 

prevent us in the slightest from winning the masses, leading them, fighting and, together with 

them, defeating the internal and external enemies, triumphing and setting up the dictatorship of 

the proletariat.  

What great strength we gain to step up our struggle, when we see that your Party in Ecuador is a 

party with a brilliant future, since it upholds the banner of Marxism-Leninism!  

You say you have made mistakes, that you have not seen some things as you ought to. What 

party has not made mistakes? Our Party, too, has made mistakes in the course of its revolutionary 

activity, but not in its general line. The important thing is that we have corrected our mistakes 

immediately, as soon as we have detected them.  

What you say about strengthening the work of the party with the organization of the youth and 

the women is extremely important to the revolution. I have noticed, and you have said this 

yourselves in your talks with our comrades, that you are very interested in the question of 

students. This is very good, but you must keep in mind that the students are part of the youth, not 

the whole of it. Likewise, you attach importance to the problems of the countryside and the 

problems of the working class. If you attach importance to the countryside and the working class, 

you cannot fail to be interested in the problems of youth and women in the countryside, as well. 

The question now is that you must concretize these issues better. We shall be very happy if our 

modest experience is of any help to you.  

I want to add this, too: Our Party was small, our working class at the time when the Party was 

founded was exceptionally small. Nevertheless, thanks to the great work carried out by the Party, 

the youth, in the first place, embraced its ideology, Marxism-Leninism. The Party was quick to 

organize them, and they threw themselves into the war and played an extremely great role in it; 

they fought as they did, enlightened by the ideology of the working class.  
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As for the women, right from the start the slogan of the Party was that the armed struggle could 

not be waged and carried through to victory without them. The Party stressed that, in the first 

place, the women themselves must understand that, while fighting for the liberation of the 

Homeland, they would be fighting for the emancipation of women, too. At that time the Party 

said: If the women do not understand the great idea of the Party about their participation in the 

war, there will be no genuine liberation war. We attached major importance to this question, for 

without its solution the women would have become a hindrance to the war, because they had 

only to say to their husbands or sons, “where are you going?”, “where are you leaving us?”, 

“they will kill us!”, “don't go to war!”, “let's mind our own business!”, “what good is the war to 

us?” etc., and things would have taken another direction.  

The Party did its work so thoroughly that the women became ardent propagandists of the line of 

the Party within their families. “Take the rifle,” they would urge their husbands and sons, “and 

throw yourselves into the fight for the liberation of the Homeland!” You understand, comrades, 

what courage this stand on the part of the woman gave the husband or son who seized the rifle 

and joined the partisans.  

Whenever we entered the homes of our people, in city or village, the women gave us every 

possible help, they linked themselves closely with our war, with the line of the Party. Many of 

their husbands or sons were fighting in the mountains, and, when we went to their homes for 

shelter and food, they treated us as their sons, as their closest relatives. See the importance of 

women and their activity! It was in these conditions that the women's organization was set up in 

our country. Of course, the same process will develop in your country, too. In the beginning we 

came up against many difficulties, everything was not achieved at once, as you see it today. We 

know what difficulties there are in the capitalist countries, but they can all be overcome when the 

line is correct and the party determined.  

You, dear comrades, have helped us greatly in another direction too, in further enhancing our 

confidence in the future victories of our common struggle. We assure you that we will 

honourably accomplish our tasks as soldiers of the revolution, as loyal soldiers of Marxism-

Leninism. We would like you, dear comrades of the Communist Party (M-L) of Ecuador, to 

consider our Party as yours in everything. We are ready to give you whatever assistance you 

consider useful, because as internationalists we are duty bound to do so. If we do not do this, we 

cannot call ourselves internationalists, cannot be Marxists. We have spared and will spare 

nothing to give you every possible assistance, as our comrades and brothers, because your 

internationalist assistance to us is also great.  

You also help us with your experience, and if you notice that we may be going wrong in some 

direction, please criticize us, shake us up with your open criticism, and rest assured that we 

consider and treat your comrades' criticism as the most sacred thing. Our people say that he that 

criticizes you loves you, he that does not love you pats you on the back so that you will continue 

on the wrong road.  
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Our Marxist-Leninist dialectics teaches us that not everything goes straight, that people's heads 

are not all cut to one pattern, that the energies of each individual are not equal, some go straight, 

others do not. In these conditions, the implementation of the norms of the Party, Bolshevik 

criticism and self-criticism sets people right, keeps the party pure and carries the revolution 

forward.  

These are the relations we want, this is the sincere proletarian love we want to have for one 

another, and the more we do for one another, for the revolution, the more modest we must be. 

Therefore, the modesty of communists must be exemplary, like that of proletarians; the efforts 

and thoughts of communists must be like those of proletarians, the feelings of their souls and 

hearts must be like those of proletarians. Only thus can our revolution march forward.  

We are sorry, dear comrades, that you will be leaving, but rest assured that our hearts are united 

with yours.  

We know that you are very busy. Even greater and more difficult tasks await you in the future, 

nevertheless, we would be very happy if you could come more frequently and stay longer in our 

country, regardless of the fact that this cannot be done in every instance according to our wishes.  

May your great wish be fulfilled, may the day come when we can visit you in your country.  

“Against Modern Revisionism  

1968-1970” 

Enver Hoxha, Selected Works, Vol. IV, pp. 498-514 


